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TWO SURVEYS MADE BY THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF MECICINE
HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE (MHJC), MEDICINE HAT, ALBERTA ARE
SUMMARIZED IN THIS REPORT--(1) ADULT INTEREST IN STUDY AT THE
COLLEGE AND (2) THE EDUCATICNAL PLANS OF STUDENTS IN GRADES
11 AND 12 IN THE COLLEGE SERVICE AREA. IN THE FIRST STUDY,
QUESTIZNNAIRES WERE MAILED TO 1,669 INDIVIDUALS IN MEDICINE
HAT AND REDCLIFF, ALBERTA AND 377 (22.6 PERCENT) WERE
RETURNEC. THE MAJORITY CLAIMEDC SOME KNCWLEDGE OF ADULT
ECUCATION, WITH A SMALL BUT SIGNIFICANT GROUF, MAINLY ADULTE
WITH THE LEAST ECUCATION AND LOWEST INCOME, ADMITTING
IGNORANCE. ATTEMFTS SHOULD BE MADE TO DISCOVER AND USE THE
MoST EFFECTIVE MEANS OF INFORMING AND MOTIVATING THIS
FOGFULATION IN FURTHER ECUCATION. ADULTS WERE INTERESTEC IN A
WIDE RANGE OF COURSES WITH HOMEMAKING, ARTS AND CRAFTS, AND
SPORTS AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES HEADING THE LIST. THE STUDENT
STUDY SURVEYED OCCUFATIONAL AND FOST-HIGH SCHCOL EDUCATIONAL
FLANS, REASONS FOR WISHING TO ATTEND COR NOT ATTEND MHJC, AND
DIFFERENCES IN FLANS CF STUDENTS FROM VARIOUS SEGMENTS OF THE
FOPULATION. OF THE STUDENTS LIVING IN THE IMMECIATE AREA,
27.4 FERCENT FLAN TO ATTEND MHJC, AND 47.8 PERCENT OTHER
INSTITUTIONS. IN CUTLYING AREAS THESE PERCENTAGES ARE 11.1
AND 71. MANY STUDENTS CLAIMED THAT MHJC CIC NOT OFFER THE
COURSES THEY WANTED. (THE DOCUMENT INCLUDES STUDENT AND ADULT
QUESTIONNAIRES AND 38 TABLES.) (AJ) |
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CHAPTER |
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Medicine Hat Junior College has, since its inception, t=zen
operated in a portion of the Medicine Hat High School, The College
Board has for some time looked forward to the day when the Coliege will
have its own campus. In anticipation of this long awaited event and in
the interest of providing a broader educational program at the College,
the Board begén an investigation of the functions of a junior college.

In order that the College Board might have the assistance of
interested members of the community, an advisory committee was appeinted
in January of 1967. The Committee in turn felt the need for further
information regarding the interest of adults in evening programs and in
fulkime programs, Some guidance regarding vocational courses which
might be offered by the College was obtained from representatives of
the Lethbridge Junior College, Southern Alberta Institute of Terinology,

Selkirk College and other institutions. Since further information was
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alsc needed concerning the interest of adults in these pr:

" Advisory Committee arranged for a survey to be carried out., This paper

is a report of a survey of adult interest in part-time or full-time
study at the College.
The general problem with which this paper is concerned is,

then, that of adult interest in present or proposed Collkge programs.

.
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More particularly the paper will atiempt to answer the FOIIOW1ng ques¥

tions: -
1. What proportion of the population of Medicine Hat =~ |
and Redcliff is interested in taklng evening education » A
courses?
- 2, What proportlon is interested in full-time study
- at the College?
) 3. What factors effect the interest of these people?

4, Which types of programs are in most demand within
this sector of the population?

5. What is the percéived.level of knowledge of adult
education in Medicine Hal?

6. What are perceived as the best sources of 1nFormar
tion regarding adult education in the city?

7. To what extent have adults partlclpated in adult
education programs?

8. How do the different segments of thz population .
respond in regard to the above factors? -

FRIC ene
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 CHAPTER 11

NATURE OF THE STUDY

The paper is based on information drawn from questionnaires

which were distributed by mailito:ten percent of the adult population

in Med1c1ne Hat and Redcllff The sample was essentially‘avréndom

sample made up of every tenth entry in the Clty dlrector.. The direc-

tory contains the names of all adults in Med1c1ne Hat and Redcllff

Since some names appear twice in thé’ﬁirecthy, ¢orrections were

reQUired'befq;g‘;hg;§ample was selected. } ;
f e e T B MG T i g, .
THE QUESTIONNAIRE :

The questlonnalre, a copy of which is, 1nc1uded as appendlx jé

wAY, contalned questions concernlng the respondents' sex, age, marital E
status, number of dependent chlldren, level of education, income, |
mother'tongue, occupation and presépt"employment status. In addition, | 3

it questioned his level of knowledge concefning'adult education in

Medicine Hat, his past participation in adult education, his interest

in various adult education programs and the ‘source of information con-

cerning §dult education from which he obtained the most information,

Additional questions were asked doncerning’chahges which would make the

ok
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adult educatibn pfogram more acceptable and concerning the interest of

adults in full-time college education,

ANALYSIS OF DATA

The infprmatibn:frbm the questionnaire was puhched»on ;ompu-
ter cards and data fromltﬁo:questioﬂhaiées was analyzed by the computer
at the Ubiversity of Cg)gary. A program’waé set upkby.Univeféity‘ :
personnel so that numerous factors could be considered, A;fufther
discussion of the data obtained is presented in following cections of

this paper.

s
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CHAPTER 111

CHARACTERI STICS OF THE POPULATION STUDIED

? The City of Medicine Hat, according to the ansuslof'Canada,,
had a population of 25,574 in 1966.1 This represents an increase of

- only 4.4 percent since 1961, During the twenty years from 1941 - 1961,
however, the populatioh of thé city more than doUbled.z Few cities in

Alberta had greater grthh rates than Medicine Hat during that time.

POPULATION SERVED BY THE COLLEGE

Andrew Stewart, in his Special Study On Junior Colleges,

AN 3 S T
Sl
Y’

suggested that census division number 1‘éhbu1d make up the supporting

i area for a College in Medicine Hat. The population of this division

was, in 1961, abodt.39,000;3 |f Brooks and the eastern half of the
County of Newell are included, the supporting population would increase

to nearly 50,009,4 Probably some of the Evéning Education prbgrams

1Dominion Bureau of Statlstlcs .Qenaus_gf_ﬂanada, Bulletln A-3,
.(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1966),

2Dominion Bureau of Statistics, .gensus_nﬁ;Qangda, Bulletin 7-1-2,
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961); .

= 3Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 1-1- 5,
: (Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961), p. 72503

. Hibid,
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and vocational programs will draw some_adﬁlts from this entire region,
However, it is likely that the bulk of the support for an adult program
at the College will come From.Medicine Hat and Redcliff, 'For this-
reason only these two centers were included in the survey.

Age, Further investigation of the City of Medicine Hat
reveals 15,480 persons 20 yeafs of age or over in 1966, Of this group
2,846 were between 25-34 years of age, 6016 were between 35-54 years of
age, 2203 between 55-64 years of age and 2876 vere over 65 years 01d.1

Education. In 1961, 10,936 of the residents of the city age
5 or over and not now in school hadlless than Gfade 9 education. |
Likely about 500 of the 10,936 were not yet old enough . to be in school.
|t appears that at least 10,000 - about two-thirds of the adults in |
Medicine Hat - had less than a Grade 9 education. An additional 4,554
had an education beyond Grade 8 but less than University, 448 had some
‘University education and.327 held dégrees.2 _ |

Family Size. The average family size in 1961 was 3,5 as
compared to 3.8 for Alberta as a whole. Slightly more than one-third
of the families consisted of only two peréoné° Presumably; about one-

3

third of the families had no children living at home.,

1Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin A-5
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer,.1966); :

2Dominion Bureau of Sta{iétics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 1-2-10,
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961)3 pp. 75: 7-85

3Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Cehsug of Canada,‘Bulletin 2-1-1,

(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961)3 pp. 4:10-11.
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Income. Duriﬂg.the same year 1659 (34%) male members of the
labor force earned less than $2999 annually, 2760 (57%) earnedvbetween.
$3000 and $5999 and 441 (9%) earned $6000 or more. The-avarage male
salary in 1961 was $3,501;ﬁ’ N -

Mother tongue. English was the mother tongue of’ 16,931 (69%)
Medicine Hat citizens in 1961, German was the mother tongue of 5707
(23%). For slightly more.than two-thlrds of the population, English

was the first 1anguage learned in childhood. 2

Religion. An analysis of religious affiliations shows the

‘largest proportion belonging to the United Church of Canada, followed by

the Roman CatholiC'Church9 Lutheran, Anglican, Presbyterian and Baptist,
in that order. The population undef consideration appears to be pre-
dominantly protestanf, with only about one-sixth of the population
being affiliated with the Roman Catholic Church. >

Occu;ga't'icm..o Male members of the labor force were, in 1961,
divided 1987 to 40710 between white and blue-collar occupations., = That ia
1987 males held managerial, professional-technical, clerical or sales
jobs. Amongst the females the ratio was 1435 10 1116. For the entire
labor force the ratio was 3422 to 5126, Forty percent of the labor

1 Dominion Bureau of Statlstlcs Census_of Canada, Bulletin 3-3-2
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961), pp. 13:23-24; -

2Domlnlon Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 1-2-9

(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961), pp, 67:7-83

3Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 1-2-6
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 191); pp. 45:7-8.
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force have white collar jobs. '
Symmary. Medicine Hat is a highly industrialized city which

has, untii the last decade, grown very rapidly, It is atypical in that é

almost as many citizens are of German origin as of British origin.

According to the 1961 Census, 9542 considered themselves of British

origin, 8752 of German origin, 1066 Scandinavian, 869 Russian and 659

AT

R 7 SRS

Netherlands.> Male members of the labor force on the average earn very
% slightly less than their counterparts in l.ethbridge, while females earn

? slightly mor e, Only 30 percent of the females over 15 years of age

% are employed whereas 74% of the same group of males are in the labor

4

: force,

et it T h T T
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1Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 3-1-6,
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961); pp. 11:25-35;

2Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 1-2-5,
(Ottewa: Queen's Printer, 1961) 3 pp. 38: 7-83

3Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 3-3-2,
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961); pp. 13:23-24;

“Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Census of Canada, Bulletin 3-3-1, | f%
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1961); pp. 5:25-26, : :
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§ CHAPTER 1V
THE SAMPLE STUDIED
é The method of selecting the sample has already been described.
Questionnaires were mailed to 1669 individuals. A self-addressed, ’ E
stamped, return envelope and a covering letter were included with each %
questionnaire, ?
RETURNS BY GEOGRAPHfCAL AREA é
? Although all of the questionnaires were anonymous, they were
coded on a geographical basis. That is, Medicine Hat and Redcliff were
é' divided into seven geographical regions and questionnaires were coded
‘by regicn., Table | shows the number of questionnaires sent to each
g region, the number returned and the percent of returns. Entries are ~ é
g ranked from highest to lowest according to percent returned. | é
Some description of the regions is likely required to add %
meaning to the data in the table. The Northeast and Northwest regions i
? are populated to a large extent by comparatively young families, g
; generally homeowners. A portion of this area consists of older homes, J
; but much of it has been built up over the last ten to fifteen years. ’,%
% There is still considerable expansion in this area.
i The Southwest section is made up of a variety of homes. Many ,?

R R AN [ S e e
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are among the first erected in the City. There are many large older
homes, a few of which have been converted to multiple family dwellings.
In addition, there are a few nice apartment dwellings. Part of the area
has been developed quite recently and a few riew homes are still being
built in this region. Although many of the homes in this area are

quite large and expensive, there is a substantial‘grbUp of Wartime

homes which are smaller and less expensive.

TABLE |

GEOGRAPH | CAL BREAKDOWN OF QUESTIONNAIRES MAILED OUT AND
RETURNED = RANKED BY PERCENT RETURNED

.Noo sent out No. returned % returned

Northeast 218 76 35
Northwest 234 17 33
Southwest 297 7 24
Southeast Hill 314 65 21
Crestwood & Norwood 146 30 20
Redcliff ' 138 23 ’ 16
‘Southeast Flats - 322 35 11

Total 1669 377 22,6

The Southeast hill section is in many respects quite similar
to ‘thé Southwest. There are, however, fewer new homes, more gartments,
and more old homes which have been converted to multiple family dwel-

lings.
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The Crestwood~Norwood area includes an older subdivision and
a relatively new development, in addition, there is a large block of
low rentai apariments in this area.

Redciiff” is, of course, a town quite separate from Medicine
Hat but of such close proXimity it is often considered as a part of
the city, It is located‘gpgut four miles from Medicine Hat on the
Trans-Canada highway. The town is built around a few industries and it
i's probably fair to say that the majority of the inhabitants are manual
workers, In addition, a cer{aih segmerit are employed in agriculture in
one form or another,

Thé Southeast flats section was one of the first to be
developed in the city, The area is mainly’made up of older "homes, but
unlike the hiil area most of the homes are small one-family dwellings,
Many of the irhabitants of this area are of German origin and a fairly
high percentage are retired people

|t seems apparent then that the higher socio-ectnomic level,
‘as judgéd by housing, is over-represented in the sample. Additional
compar isoris will throw more light on the topic. In any case, it is
apparent that there is no assurance that the respondents make up an
unbiased sample of the population. There is considerable evidence

that they do not,
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segment of the sample, some general comparisons can be made.

- 12 - ;

C-~ARACTER.STICS OF THE SAVPLE 3

Sex. OF tre 377 returns, 362 were processed, A total of

fifieen were ‘ncorrectly completed and were rejected by the computer. ;
Of the 362 raturrs which were analyzed, 84 were from men and 178 from f
women, The sample was, then, unbiased in regard 1o sex. :
Age., The age groups were, however, not representative of the }
population as depicted in the 1966 census. Twenty-five percent of the .
respondents were in the 25-34 age group as compared to 18.4 percent for :

the total population, The 35-54 age group represented 48 pércent of
the respondents and 39 percent of the total population. - 11 percent of
the respondents were in the 55-64 age group whereas T4-percent of all
adults in Medicine Hat are this age, 6 percent oF'tEe returns were
from people 65 years of age or older, !n 1966 this'group'represented
19 percent of the adult populaﬁion of Medicine Hat., The figures for

e iR T e A ey B A T TS e

this sample and population are not directly comparable since the former

3 s by BT

include people from both Medicine Hat and Redcliff and the latter are

for Medicine Hat orly, However, since Redcliff represents such a small

P IeS TO L P TS
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It seems apparent that young adults are over-represented in

the group responding, whereas what might be considered the retired

T

group are grossly.under-represented.

e

Education, The educational level of adults responding to the

questionnaire is considerably dif%erent than the population generally

e,




- 13 =

E as revealed in Table i1, The most noticeable difference is in the

;% grade eight or less category, where onrly 15 percent of the respondents

é' placed themselves as compared to 65 percent for the total population,

| TABLE 11

% LEVEL OF EDUCATION OF ADULTS IN MEDIGINE HAT- AND REDCLIFF

: COMPARED 10 LEVEL OF EDUCATION OF ADULTS WHO COMPLETED

g " QUESTIONNATRES - GIVEN IN PERCENTS

% ~ Education 'f' | | Population Sample

; Grade 8 or less : 65 | 15
Grade 9 - 12 29 68
Some University 3 2
University degree 2 9

Comparisons at the "Grade 9-12* and “Some University" levels
are difficult since the census and the questionnaire did not measure
identical groups. Howeder, a generéI conclusion that adults educated
beyond Grade 8 responded to the éuestionnaire in much greater propor-
tion than would be expegted from their representation in the entire '
~populétion seems justifiable, Further, there is a slight increase in

the representation as the level of education increases from high school

to a university degree;
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| ncome_and_occupation status. 1t is difficult to draw con-

clusions from the study in regard to income and occupational status
since 1967 census data in this regard is somewhat dated and since
questions on the questionnaire did rot correspond well with those on
the census. Some general conclusions can be drawn concerning occupa-
tional status. This factor would not likely vary radically from 1961
to 1967,

As noted previously, 40 percent of the labour force in Medi-
cine Hat in 1961 had white collar jobs {i.e., managerial, professional-
technical, clerical or sales jobs). Of the group participating in the
study it is estimated that 53 percent of those in the labour force were

employed in white collar jobs.

Mother_ tongue. The 1961 census reveals that for 69 percent

of the residents of Medicine Hat, English was the first language
learned. In the sample under study the proportions were very nearly’
the same. Sixty-eight percent of this group first learned English.

Summary. 1n summary, it may be concluded that the sample
under consideration is characterized by an over-representation in the
following factors as compared to the adult population of MedicineHatﬁ

1. Adults from the Northeast, Northwest and Southwest
sections of the City (i.e., from the newer and larger homes) 3

2. Persons in the 25-34 year age group;

3. Persons with more than a Grade 8 educationy

4, Persons with white-collar jobs.
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Several studies of students actually enrolled in adult educa-
tion programs reveal that the average student is in the higher than

average socio-economic class, has a higher than average education and

is middle-a,g_:;ed.1’z
From this study little can be concluded about adults who

received questionnaires but did not complete and return them, However,

on the basis of the information available it would appear that a higher E

propor{ion of these individuals would not be interested in adult educa-

tion or in full-time attendance at college than of the group who

responded.

OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE

‘Of the 362 persons who completed questionnaires, 35 were
single and 325 were married or had been married. Only 10 percent of
the respondents were single; 27 percent had no dependent children

living at homej 17 percenf had one child at home and 46 percent had two

or more dependent children living at home. ‘ :

One of the items on the questionnaire dealt with the present

employment status of the respondents. |t asked them to indicate

whether they were employed full-time and not seeking a change, employed

part-time and not seeking a change or empleyed full or part-time but

YEdmund de S. Brunner et.al., An Overvi Adylt E tion Research,
(Chicago: Adult Education Association U.S.A.,1959) 5 pp. 95-101.
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seeking better employment, Of the 358 who completed the question, 266

or 75 percent were employed full-time, 8 or 2 percent were employed

part-time, 52 or 14.5 percent were employed full or part-time but seek-
ing better employment, 6 or 1.5 percent were unemployed and twenty-six
or 7 percent classified themselves as "retired and other". |t should
be pointed ocut that housewives were asked to consider themselves as
employed full-time when completing this question.

Those seeking better employment will be of partic ular
interest, for it may be postulated that they will have a greater
interest in adult education than will other members of the labor force.
The level of interest and the past participation of this group will be
examined in detail in another section of the report. A further break-
down of the data reveals that 37 of the 52 who were seeking better
employment were male and 15 were female. Of the employed males who

completed the question, 23 percent were seeking better‘employment.
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CHAPTER V
FINDINGS
KNOWLEDGE OF ADULT EDUCATION

In order that those concerned with the adult education pro-
gram might have a sort of bench mark regarding knowledge of adult educa-
tion, a question was included concerning this factor. It read:

"10, Please estimate your present level of knowledge
of adult education in Medicine Hat -

(1) know what courses are offered, the times, how long
it has been in operation, etc.}

(2) know a little about it
(3) know nothing about it."

Those questioned were asked to check the most appropriate statement.

Of all those responding to the questionnaire, 22 percent
checked ™", 60 percent checked "2" and 15 percent checked "3". Over
four-fifths of the sahple felt that they at least knew a little about
adult education in Medicine Hat. The 15 percent who claimed no know--
ledge in this regard, will be particularly significant if they represent
a particular segment of the population. In any case, it may be safely
assumed that those responding to the questionnaire were at least as
knowledgeable #s those who did not respond and that at least 2,550
adults in Medicine Hat and Redcliff know nothing about the adult educa-

tion program which has been in operation in the city for several years.
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It is apparent from Table 111 that persons in the 65 years
plus age group consider themselves very ignorant regarding adult educa-
tion. The percent with no knowledge decreases rapidly as the education
level increases. Thirty percent of those with a grade 8 education or
less placed themselves in that category whereas only 3 percent of the
degree holders considered themselves completely ignorant of adult
education in Medicine Hat.

Table 1V revealg that twice the percent of white-collar as
blue-collar workers considered themselves knowledgeable, while half the
percent ranked themselves in the "know nothing" category. A similar,
but even more striking pattern existed for income levels. Six percent
of those in family units in which the household head earns less than
$3000 annually considered themselves knowledgeable compared to 20
percent in the $3000 - $6000 bracket and 32% in the $6000-plus category.

Those who have taken one or more adult education courses in
Medicine Hat naturally rank themselves much higher in knowledge than
those who have not participated. Men with two or more children rate
themselves higher than those with no children, Women are just the
opposite in this regard.

Factors which do not make a great deal of difference in
perceived level of knowledge include: (a) sex; (b) employment status

(used in this report to refer to full-time employment, full-time but

seeking better employment, unemployed, etc.)s (c) mother tongue.

Those who know the least about adult education in Medicine
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Hat are those who are least educated, earn a low income and have blue-

collar jobsj the group most in need of further education,
SOURCES OF INFORMATION

As noted in the previous section, the perceived level of
knowledge concerning adult education in Medicine Hat varied considerably
Frdm one group of respondents to another, A second question of signi-
ficance deals with sources of information, Question 11 read:

"11, Please indicate the gne source of information from
which you have learned the most about the adult education program -

(1) Radio | (4) School children

(2) Television (5) Brochures and circulars

(3) Newspaper . (6) Friends & neighbors,"
Table V shows the responses as a percent of the total sample. It is

apparent that the newspaper has been the best source of information for

TABLE V

MOST IMPORTANT SOURCES OF |NFORMATION CONCERNING
ADULT EDUCATION - RANKED BY PERCENTAGE

Source Percent

~ ‘Newspaperr ‘ . 4
Friends & Neighbors 17
Radio 13
Brochures & Circulars 11
Television 5
School Children | 4
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by far the largest group. Three times as many chose it as chose radio

and over twice as many chose it as chose the next in rank - friends and
neighbors. Brochures and circulars were considered nearly as signifi-

cant as radio as a source of information concerning adult education.

Implications for advertising are apparent but a further
breakdown of the data provides further insights. Tables VI and VI
show a breakdown of data.

With only two exceptions, the newspaper is ranked first as a
source of information by all segments of the sample. For the group 65
years of age and over, the radio is ranked first and newspaper second,
while the degree holders consider radio and brochures as equally signi-
ficant sources of information. |

On the basis of education, it is notable that radio and tele-
vision decrease in significance with an increase in the educational
level, while friends and neighbors decrease slightly and brochures and
circulars increase a great deal. The newspaper increases in signifi-
cance from low levels of education to medium levels and then decreases
with an increase in education.

On the basis of occupational differences, two media of com-
munication received considerably different emphasis. The newspaper
ranked first for both blue-collar and white-collar employees, but over
twice as many blue-collar as white-collar considered the radio as the
most important source of information, On the other hand, 18 percent of

the white-collar group considered brochures most important compared
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to 3 percent for the blue-collar cohort. Friends and neighbors and
television were considered slightly more important by the blue-collar
group, the newspaper siightly more important for white-collar, and
% children of little significance for eithér group. The pattern for

income groups is very similar to that for occupational groups.

Men and women with children living at home apparently get less
of their information from the radio and slightly more from T.V. and
Friends than do those without children. Likely, anyone with youngsters
in their home will find this evaluation credible.

Adults who have taken adult education courses at Medicine Hat

apparently get most of their information from the paper. Fifty-six

percent considered it the most significant source of information. The
radio, friends and brochures were rated lower by this group than by
those who had not attended classes. Perhaps as people become more
familiar with the program and have some experience with it, they learn

to watch for advertisements and news articles,

Although it is apparent that the one best source of informa-
tion has been the newspaper, brochures have been significant for a cer-
tain group and the radio has reached a very important segﬁent of the
population. Since the blue-collar, lower income person is gaining
most from radio, it would seem wise to gear radio advertising to this
group. The fact that friends and neighbors have played a significant
role, suggests that providing a few people from each segment of the

population with a great deal of information may be worthwhile. Perhaps
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representatives from religious, service and social groups could be

called togethrer to assist in the organization of the Evening Education

program, The program should then come closer to meeting the needs of
the public and more members of the public would be aware of the nature
of the program. Since the 65-plus age group get most of their informa-
tion from radio, it might be wise to use this media to advertise in

detail courses especially designed for the retired segment,
PREVIOUS PART{CIPATION IN ADULT EDUCATION

Questions 12, 13 and 14 on the questionnaire were concerned
with participation in adult education courses. Question 12‘asked
concerning the number of formal adult education courses the respondent
had taken at Medicine Hat High School. Two hundred eighty-two had not
taken any courses, 41 had taken one course, 17 had taken two courses
and only one had taken three or more. Of the 362 completing the
questionnaire, 59 had taken one or more adult education courses at
Medicine Hat High School.

I'n reply to question 13, 56 persons indicated they had partici-
pated during the past ten years in formal adult education courses
offered by a school system other than Medicine Hat.

Question 14 read: "Have you participated in any formal adult
education courses offered by clubs, employers, church organizations, etc.

during the past 10 years?" 103 checked 'yes' and 246 checked 'no’.




A turtrer analysis of the data reveals that:
1, %5 percent of trhe adulte wro had not taken any courses at
the Higr School had taken cources from some other school systems;

2, 25 percert of those wro had taken one of more courses at
the High School rad also taken courses offered by some other school
system.

3. 75 percert of trose wro had taken one or more courses at
the High School had not taken any formal adult education courses offered
by some other school systiem. Tnere seems to be little relationship
between participation elsewrere and attendance at Medicine Hat.

From Table V:ii 1t is apparent that the females in the sample
have participated more in adult education courses at Medicine Hat High

School than have males. But males have participated much more in

courses offered by other school systems, and by clubs, church organiza-

tions, etc. |t may be that more of the courses offered by clubs and
other organizations are designed for men or that a larger proportion of
the courses offered by Medicinre Hat School District were for women..
However, a review of ihe courses offered at the school last year shows
a variety of courses for bo{h SeXes. | |

When the sample is divided on the basis of age, some peculiar
fluctuations occur. The £5-29 age group 15 particularly low in parti-
cipation under othrer school systems and high in participation in adult
education organized by clubs, etc. !t should be remembered that these

are smail groups and that little can be concluded regarding a particular
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small segment of the sample. Considering all three categories of adult

education, it seems adults 25-55 years of age have participated some-

what more than younger or older groups.
The number of dependent children living at home seems to have

affected the participation in adult education. However, this may not

be a causal factor; the apparent pattern may exist because of the
relationship of this factor to age or some other factor. In any case
men with children have participated considerably more than men with no

children living at home. As might be expected, women with children at

home have participated somewhat less, at least in two of the categories,

than those with no children, |t may be that the low level of partici-

pation at Medicine Hat High School for the 25-29 year old group is f

related to family size. The higher level for persons in this age group %

in courses offered by other school systems or clubs, etc., may be the

result of the longer time span., That is, questions 13 and 14 seek
information concerning participation during the last 10 years, whereas

a wide range of courses has been available at the high school for only

- the last three years.,

A breakdown of data on the basis of level of education shows

a general and substantial increase from Grade 8 or less level to some

post high school education and a decrease for those with degrees. |t

should also be remembered that the sample is not representative of the
population in regard to education. The Grade 8 or less group are

particularly under-represented in the sample.
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Table |X shows that on the basis of occupation, white-collar
workers have participated more, though not a great deal more than blue-
collar, For the purposes of this survey housewives were included in
the blue-collar category. !f this group were removed, the difference
would be more noticeable.

However, the socio-economic factor, when measured in terms of
income of the head of the household, does not seem to be of great
significance in regard to participation in courses offered by the
Medicine Hat School system. |t increases in significance for courses
taken under other school jurisdictions gnd for courses offered by clubs,
etc,

Men seeking better employment have participated much more
than those satisfied with their present jobs. |t is reassuring to note

that this group are actively attempting to improve their education.
INTEREST N ADULT EDUCATION EVENING COURSES

Questions 15 - 27 on the questionnaire dealt with interest
in evening courses. A brief description of the program as offered last
year was included. It read:

"Most adult education courses in Medicine Hat are now held from
7:00 - 9200 p.m. one night a week for 25 weeks. There are a few
courses of shorter duration. The tuition fees are $.50 per hour
of instruction or about $25.00 per course. Some of the conditions
which might be altered include reducing the tuition, offering
courses during the daytime, decreasing the number of classes for

a course, holding classes twice a week for half as many weeks, etc.
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"Please indicate your interest in the program by placing a
check mark in one blank for each question below,"

Table X is a duplication of the questions as they appeared
on the guestinnnaire with the number responding filled in. There were,
for example, 10 persons who checked "l would like to participate" for
Basic English and 5 who indicated "if conditions were changed, | would
participate", The third column is left blank since many respondents
ohly checked the first or second columns and left the third column
biank. Thus numbers and percents have little meaning uﬁder this heading,

Using the data from Table X it is perhaps justifiable to con-
clude that if the auestionnaire had been administered to the entire
population, one hundred aduits would have indicated that they would like
to participate in Basic English courses under the present conditions
and another 50 would have indicated an interest in participating if
conditions were changed., |f the proper conditions were changed, it
appears that the number interested in participating in this and several-
other programs could be increased considerably, Basic English, high
school, business and secretarial, university and social and political
short courses are of particular significance in this regard. Partici-
pation could not be increased as much in arts and crafts, sports and
leisure, homemaking and parent education programs by changing the
conditions., |t seems that generally persons interested in what might
be called vocational and social improvement courses are more desirous

of changes than those in general interest courses. There are, of
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TABLE X
QUESTIONS CONCERNING INTEREST IN ADULT EDUCATION EVENING CLASSES,

WITH THE NUMBER CHECKING EACH ITEM ENTERED
; Basic English (beginning and’
3 advanced courses for new

Canadians) 10

Pre<High School (grade VIl and VIII
: math, science, etc.)

High School (English 30, Chemistry,
- etc;)

University Courses (first year
Arts & Science courses)

8u$iness & Secretarial
(bookkeeping, data processing, typing,
shorthand, etc.)

o In-service courses for teachers
i (1ibrary, new math for grades Vil
| & VI, etc.)

Technical-Vocational (automotives

[ would
like to
participate

32

28

55

18

If conditions | am not
were changed

| would
participate

16

13

27

interested

¢ "7 printing, bricklaying, welding, etc.) 38 12
. Agriculture (agricultural business §
g courses, farm machinery maintenance, ;
- animal Ausbandry, etc.{ 20 4 ;
g Homemaking (sewing, cooking; ;
] interior design, etc. 11 15 k
5. Arts & Crafts (leatherwork, pottery, ‘ %
: painting, photography) 12 23 5
Sports & Leisure activities | 5
(golf, badminton, dancing, etc.) 70 22 ;
Parent education (new math for ?
parepts, helping your child to read,etc,) 69 21
Social and political short courses
: (great issues in education, comparative
. religion, etc.) 60 32
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course, some notable exceptions such as the vocational-technical pro-
gram, However, it should be recognized that many "vocational" courses
are taken as hobby or general interest courses.

This apparent difference in expectations of the adult public

3 regarding different types of educational programs will undoubtedly have
é implications for adult education policy. A panel of educators recently
g recommended that some adult education programs be operated under dif-
? ferent conditions than others, at least with regard to f‘inancing.1
A further analysis of the conditions which adults want changed will be
of interest and will be forthcoming.
w A continuation of the reasoning regarding the total number in
Q‘ Medicine Hat and Redcliff who would claim a definite interest in adult
; education programs reveals:
(1) Homemaking 770
(2) Arts and crafts 720
(3) Sports and leisure 700
(4) Parent education 690
(5) Social & political - 600
| (6) Business and secretarial 550
- (7) Technical and vocational 380
i (8) High school 320
* (9) University courses 280
(10) Agriculture 200
(11) In-service courses for teachers 180
(12) Basic English 100
(13) Pre-high school 70
Of the 3,770 who would have responded to the questionnaire had it been
2 adninistered to the entire adult population of the two communities,

1Canadian Education Association, Financing Adult Education Through
Public Sch and the Organizati f A '

-
(Regina: Canadian Education Association Panel, 1967); Mimeégraphed).
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2,120 would have indicated that they would like to participate in at f
least one type of adult education program and many of these would have

‘ndicated an interest in more than one type of program. An additional’

? large number would have indicated an interest in participating under

different conditions than those prevailing in 1966-67.

It is very likely that some who indicated an interest in adult

e e R

education courses did so because they felt they should be interested.

Perhaps the responses for social and political short courses and parent

education would suffer the most distortion in this regard. It seems é

apparent from present enrollments in adult education that even those

| who indicate an interest in the programs must be made aware of the :
courses to be offered and motivated to attend them, The potential for

a very large and comprehensive adult education program is, however,

revealed by the responses. It will perhaps take a few years of opera- I
tion and active advertising to tap that potential, .

Tables X! and XI| show a breakdown of the data regarding
interest in adult education courses. The types of courses have been B
ranked according to the percent of the total sample who indicated they
would like to participate.

As would be expected there are differences in the ranking
for males and females. Females are most interested in homemaking
courses. Arts and crafts courses rate second but far below homemaking.
Business-secretarial, sports and leisure, and parent education are

essentially equally appealing to women, Social and political short
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courses are not quite as popular but they are much more popular than the
next in the rank order.

For men, technical-vocational courses rank highest, but only
slightly higher than sports and leisure, parent education and social
and political courses, which were all considered equaliy appealing, The
men did not reveal as much interest in arts and crafts as did the women
but they ranked it well above many other courses.

The men and women both seem to have a fairly high level of
interest in sports and leisuré, parent education and social and political
courses. Actual enrollments in courses of this type do not indicate the
same interest as depicted in questionnaire responses., However, little
as yet has been done with regard to social and political courses and
perhaps the nature and number of offerings in the other two categories
need to be expanded. As the Evening Education program at the College
continues, faculty, administration and representatives from local organ-
izations should meet to design courses which best fit the needs and
interests of the public. |t would seem that the College could make a
particularly useful contribution to the community by organizing what
has been termed social and political short courses. However, it may well
be that such courses will require funds in addition to those raised by
tuition - at least at their outset.

There is not only a change in overall interest for different
age groups, but there is also a change in the types of courses in

greatest demand. Table XI shows a general decrease of interest with

N T T BT S
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increase in age after the 25-29 age group. Of particular significance
is the apparent lack of interest of the retired group - the group who
theoretically have the most time and the greatest need for continuing
education of various types. The only program in which respondents of
this age group depicted any interest was arts and crafts and even then
it was very limited. Interests of the 55-64 age group are also greatest
in the arts and crafts area, The interest seems to shift from home-
making for the young married group (21-24) to parent education for the
25-34 yeaf olds, A fairly high level of interest in sports and leisure

activities is maintained up to 35 years of age. Interest in vocational

improvement courses is generally highest for the 25-29 age group. The
lower demand for high school academic courses among the 21-24 year olds
may be partly the result of a greater retention of students in the high

school until they have completed a program. |t may also be that this

group has not been in the labour force long enough to acutely feel the

need for further educatidn.

The number of children living at home appears to affect the
interest of adults in the various programs. However, it could be that
the relationship between age and family size accounts for the differ-
ence. |t appears that both men and women with two or more children
have a much greater interest in adult education than those with no
children, Their interest in pérent_éducation is, of course, much

greater, as is their interest in homemaking. Even some of the men in

this group are interested in homemaking courses.
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“higher for those in white-collar occupatzons than for those in blue-
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Level of education could likewise be related to age since
a higher proportion of the oilu.i generation have less than a high

school diploma. liowsver, the differences in regard to interest in adult

/
v

education is an important factor, The greatest interest is found ambngst

those with a diploma or matriculation. The level of interest remains:

comparatively high for those with some high school and those with ebmeﬁ

post high school education. |t drops slightly for those with a degree

and is by far the lowest for those with grade 8 or less. Reépondents
with a degree claimed to be most interested in social and political
short courses, whereas those with some post-high school education were

most interested in homemaking and those with some high school revealed

considerable interest in vocational improvement courses, particularly

business and secretarial,

g g
. ey e

Table XI1 shows that interest ih evening education is slightly

i .

collar occupations. The white-collar group suggested a greater interest
in university credit courses and a slightly greater emphasis on social

and general interest courses, A similar trend is apparent for differ-

ences in annual income of the family head.

Mention has already been made of the fact that amongst the
male population those seeking better empioyment.have participated much
more than those employed full- tlme and satlsfled with thelr present

employment. It is apparent from Table XII that the interest of this
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group, particularly in vocational improvement courses is much greater
than the interest of the majority of men.
The grouping of respondents on the basis of the lahguage

first learned in childhood and still understood (mother tongue) shows

some significant differences in overall interest and in types of courses

of interest. Those with English as their mother tongue claimed greater
overall interest than the combined group with some other mother tongue.
Likewise, they showed a comparatively greater interest in homemaking,
sports and leisure activities and social and political courses with a
great deal more emphasis on arts and crafts, The 'other! group showed
more interest in technical-vocational courses and high school courses
and, of course, basic English and pre=high school courses.

Previous enrollment in adult education courses - either
locally or at some other center - has apparently had a tendency to
increase the interest in further evening education, However, large
differences are noticeable in only a few types of programs, Interest in
social and politicai short courses is considerably greater amongs{ those
who have participated and particularly amongst those who have participa-
ted localiy. Those who have attended adult courses outside of Médicine
Hat claimed a greater interest in technical-vocational courses and
business-secretarial courses than either of the other two groups. On
the other hand their interest in high school courses and univérsity
courses is much less than the other groups. |t is perhaps of interest

to note that those who have participated in adult education at

A AT T B L e e st
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Medicine Hat are predominantly interested in general interest and é

personal improvement courses, | %

E Table XI!| contains information similar to that on Tables XI é
g and Xl| except that the types of courses have been ranked according to é
? the interest noted by all respondents and then rank orders have been z
% developed for each sub-group, |t reveals, for example, that the %
* greatest proportion of the 21-24 age group were interested in homemaking, E
whereas homemaking ranked 7.5 in that regard for the 25-29 age group. é

%v | Some interesting patterns are apparent from the table. é
As depicted on Figure 1, slightly more men than women in é

Medicine Hat and Redcliff are interested in evening education at %

Medicine Hat Junior College. Young adults and those with more than
grade 8 education claim a proportionately greater interest in adult
education than do those over 35 or those with grade 8 or less education,

lLikewise, adults with white collar occupations show slightly more

£ B M e T A S P T e, g e s oo s

.
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interest than their blue-collar counterparts.

DESIRED CHANGES IN ADULT EDUCATION

%y Adults receiving questionnaires found the following question:

"Listed below are several conditions which might be changed to
ensure that jmore people will be able to take advantage of the adult
education program, Please indicate the changes which would increase
your interest in the program by ranking them in importance from

1 to 6. That is, place "1" in the blank opposite the change which |
would increase your interest most, "2" opposite the next in impor- i
tance, etc, |f any of the . £
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TABLE XI11

RANK ORDER CHART SHOWING RELATIONSHIP OF AGE, EDUCATION
AND OCCUPATION TO INTEREST IN ADULT EDUCATION

HIGHEST LEVEL ST
OF EDUCATION [ CCOUPATION .

All
Respondents
lete -

comp
High School

Less than
High School
Diploma

N
N

Homemaking

Arts & Crafts

Sports & Leisure
Activities

Parent Education

Social & Polital
. Short Courses

-

Business & Secretarial

Techniéél - Vocational

High School

vUniveréify

Agricqitﬁfés

In=Service Courses. for
Teachers'

Basic English .

Pre-High School
e —
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FIGURE | ;

THE RELATIVE INTEREST OF VARIOUS SEGMENTS OF THE ADULT POPULATION
IN EVENING EDUCATION AT MEDICINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE

Hﬁﬂm,;mmmm

Male

Female

21 - 24

R R i SRS T s

25 - 29

30 - 34

% 35 - 54
® 55 - 64

65 +

Grade 8 or less

Some High’Schdol

i Tk I L s e L b S et e

I

Diploma or Matriculation

Some Post High School ‘—

Degree

White Collar IR U

S B AR

S it st ey b e

P T

oo

N

Rk 1

7
A
iy
B2t
-4
3
1

SRR




ol e b B R L R A B AN T A T S R L SV B P S b

e A AT,

L AT T et AN

- 45 -

5% i

cnanges would not result in an increase of interest for you,
please leave the space blank beside that condition:

SRRl IR

28, | courses were offered during the daytimej ;
29, |If tuition were eliminated; *
30. If your employer paid the tuition;
31, |If the number of classes and thus the tuition were
reduced for general interest and vocational courses;
32, If the classes met twice a week for half as many
weeks}
33, if the classes were held at the school nearest
your home,"

Of the entire sample, 28.6% ranked number 32 as first,

second or third in importance; 27.2% chose number 333 25,6% picked

number 313 21.1% chose number 29; 15,9% chose number 303 and 12.5%
ranked number 28 as first, second or third in importance.

Altbough items concerning tuition were not considered of

greatest significance, a sizeable proportion of the popuilation ranked |

at least one of the items concerning tuition as first, second or third

S T A s b el P

in importance. Indeed, items concerning a reduction of tuition
received an accumulative 62.6%, This is not to say that 62.6% of the ;
entire sample ranked these items as first, second or third since any é

one individual may have marked all three in this bracket by ranking

i iy

one in first place and the other two in second and third places. g

Tables X1V and XV show a breakdown of the data and reveal

that desired changes vary from one segment of the population to

another, Men and women both consider a change to a semester system
v ery significant, However, the females consider it more important

that classes be held at the school nearest their home. Men did ot
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consider this a highly desirable change.

Both sexes desired equally a reduction of tuition costs by
decreasing the length of general interest and vocational courses. How-
ever, a greater proportion of the men were in favor of employers paying
tuition costs, Only a small percent of the males suggested that tuition
be eliminated. A much higher percent of the women desired this change.
Few potential students of either sex wanted courses offered during the
day.

Adults over 65 years of age and to a lesser extent those
55-64 indicated they would have little more interest in evening educa-
tion if changes were made than they have under present conditions,

Only a very small proportion of thése groups indicated that changes
would increase their level of interest. With the exception of these
two groups, nearly all age groups were in agreement with the entire
sample as to the most desirable changes. The 25-29 age group placed
more emphasis on lower tuition than did the other groups or the sample
as a whole,

Likewise, there was not a great deal of variation among the
different educational sub-groups. Those with grade 8 education or less,
as noted earlier, were not interested in adult education nor were they
highly interested in changes being made. Degree holders showed a
similar lack of interest in changes with the exception of a desire for

a semester system,

The greatest differences in changes desired resulted from a
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division of the group on the basis of the type of course members were
inte -ested in pursuing, Those interested in high school courses rated
a change to semester as most desirable with a decrease in tuition next
in importance, Having tuition paid by employérs was ranked fifth in
importance by this group. Likely they did not consider the education
they planned to pursue as directly related to their proficiency on the
job. In contrast, those interested in vocational-technical courses
ranked this item as second in importance. They likewise were concerned
about a reduction in tuition and a reduction in length of courses.
Adults interested in business and secretarial courses were
firstly desirous of a semester system and secondly of a decrease in
length and tuition of courses, The group interested in arts and crafts
were not as concerned about any changes as other segments of the popu-

D
lation. The one change they wanted most was to have courses held near

home.

The occupational status of adults appears to have little
effect on the changes they desire. Surprisingly enough, blue-collar
workers were no more concerned about tuition costs than were their
white~collar counterparts. There was, however, R significant differ-
ence in this regard when annual incomes were considered, There is
little difference between those with incomes less than $3000 and those
earning $3000 to $6000, but the group earning more than $6000 annually

showed considerably less concern for changes in tuition,

There appears to be few significant differences in regard to
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desirable changes regardless of the way the sample is divided. Men

seeking better employment want more day classes and those with exper-

ience in adult education in Medicine Hat are not interested in employers

paying the tuition. Apart from these peculiarities, it seems that
nearly all sub-groups primarily want semester classes, near home, with
decreases in length and tuition fees, Significantly they do not seem

overly concerned about elimination of tuition.

INTEREST OF ADULTS IN FULL-TIME STUDY AT
MEDICINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE

With the recent emphasis of the federal government on the
training of adults unemployed or ﬁnderemployed, it seems probable that
regular College classes will contain increasing numbers of adults.
Further reasons for this contention are the much propogated idea that
adults can expect to be retrained several times during their working
lives and the concept that rapid upgrading of the labor force must
involve education of adults.

In order to ascertain the interest of adults in Medicine
Hat and Redcliff in going back to school, the fcllowing question was

asked:

"34, |f the Medicine Hat Junior College expanded its
daytime offerings to include technical-vocational, apprentice-
ship, business administration, secretarial science and other
similar programs, would you be interested in attending as a
full-time student?

1. Yes 2. No

N
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. "If your answer to number 34 was 'yes' pleasze indicate the program(s)
1 you would be interested in pursuing as a full-time student by

. placing "1" beside your first choice, “2" beside your second choice,
if any, etc. The programs listed lcad to direct empioyment or
transfer to another inghtitution for further study.

Coyurses which might_be offered: interest
35, Business Administration 7
1 36, Secretarial Science 4
: 37, dJournalism 1

: 38. University preparation \deolgned to prepare non-
matriculants for entry into first- year, university

50. Radio and Television Froduction {rot technician)
51. Welding

52, Heavy duty mach1nery operation

53. Agribusiness (A business course in agricu s1ture)
54, Animal husbandry

55. Horticulture

56, Other

§ courses at the College or a university) 6
Z 39, Interior décorating 2
] 40, Nursing (male or female) 6
i 41, Apprenticeship in a trade 6
42, Welfare or Social Service 7

43, Music 1

44, Art 2

45, Upholstery 4

_ 46, Small electrical appliance repair 2
. 47, Industrial drafting 0
g ) 48, Electronics 3
T 49, Ceramics technology 1
f 0
5

1

1

1

1

2

The number interesied in each type of course has been listed
above. |t can be reasoned that if the questionnaire had been adminis-
tered to all adults in Wedicine Hat and Redcliff, 70 would have indicated
an interest in a welfare-social service program, 70 in business adminis-

tration, 60 in apprenticeship training, 60 in nursing, 60 in university

preparation, 50 in welding, 40 in secretarial science, 30 in electronics,

20 in interior decorating, and 140 in other programs, A total of 600
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would have indicated an interest in attending the College full-time. .
|t should be remembered, however, in dealing with these figures that
due to the small numbers involved, the estimates could vary over a wide
range of values.

Respondents have, of course, given no indication ef when they
would like to become full-time students or of the conditions which must
exist before their stated'interests'wilf result in action. |t may be
that the Department of Manpower will, under their adult training plans,
provide the necessary conditions. Perhaps the College also has an
obligation in this regard to assist adults in finding appropriate
programs and sources of money and perhaps to help them develop the
necessary motivation to return to formal education.

Tables XVl and XVII show a breakdown of data regarding poten-
tial adult students. The percentages for each program are so small as
to be somewhat meaningless. However, perhaps some generaliﬁrends can
be discerned to give meaning to the whole picture. An investigation

of -the first line of these tables reveals that of all those indicating

an interest in full-time study, 15% were male and 12% were female, The -

greater proportions come from the young age groups, with the 25-29
group being most significant in this regard. As might be expected, few
adults over 55 want to become full-time college studeﬁts.

Although the group with high school diplomas or matriculation
standings indicated the grea{est interest in returning to school, other

groups, with the exception of degree holders, are almost equally
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RELATIONSHIP OF SEX, AGE AND EDUCATION TO INTEREST IN

FULLTIME STUDY AT THE COLLEGE

<t o <t < < QO v 8 m-é -i'-' > Q
I R I IR B o I+ 8 les |85 (88| <
-2 « t | | { | 19 O e~ E v ~ @ | 0O an
(1] & O ] (o] Q.= c ()]
= o -— T} o 9] Tq) L L | .C o 0 0O a
pt o wn v —
Interested in
fulltime 15 |12 (19 | 22 | 13 | 1 8 o | 11 |16 | 17 | 1 6
attendance
Welfare -
'Social Service| 1.6] 2.3| 2.8/ 2.7 O 1.8] 5.11 0 1.8 .9 2.6] 2.2 3.:
Business
Administration| 2.2 1.7| 2.8/ 2.7} 1.9] 1.2 2.6] O 3.6 I 4 1.1 O
Apprenticeship| 4 5l o | 56 o | o | 1.8/ o | o | 1.8 2.7 1.3 1. o0
Training . . . . . . .
Nursing 5| 2.8 2.8} 2.7 3.8/ .6] 2.6/ O 1.8/~ 9| 2.6] 2.2 O
University :
Welding 2,71 0 | o | 2.7 3.8 .6f 0 | O | O 9 1.3 3.3 0.
Seereterial | o | 23] 0 | o | o | 1.8 o | 0| 0| .o 1.3 22 0
Flectronics | 1.6| 0 | 0 | 27| 1.9 .6] 0o | o | 1.8 .9 1.3f 0 | 0}
pontertor Lo | 1| o | 27 o | .6l oo} o | w00 3.,
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TABLE XVil

RELATIONSHIP OF SOCIO-ECONOMiC STATUS AND MOTHER TONGUE
TO INTEREST IN FULLTIME STUDY AT THE COLLEGE

? MALE MOTHER

OCCUPATION

ANNUAL

| NCCME

EMPLOYMENT

TONGUE

Blue
Collar
White
Collar

Less than

$3000

$3000 -
$6000

Seeking

Fulltime
Change

English
Other

Interested in
fulltime
a{%endance

g Welfare -
g") Social Service
%,

1.3

2.5 0

1.9

Business
Administration..

L2
*
(€8]

2.7

1.4

1.9

. Apprenticeship
Training

1.3

2.1

2.1

1.9

Nursing

3.4

6.3

1.4

2,9

University °
Preparation

3.4

2.9

Welding

1.4

A 4 )

1,9

Secretarial
Science

2s1

U

Electronics

Interior
Deccrating

2.1
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1nterested, A fairly sizeable proportion of those with grade 8 or less
education claimed an interest in full-time study. This group may very
weil reguire vocational preparaiioh cources before actually beginning
a study of a trade or technoiogy.

On

the basis of occupational status and annual income, it
appears that in tre group interested 1n fuli-time study, the low socio-
ecoromic segment will be proportionateiy over-represented. This may

mean that a =izeable proportion of the group most in need of further

education and least able to pay for it, plans to go back to school,

Trese people may require considerable assistance if they are to dispel

insecurities, regain study habits and successfully reach their educa-
tioral goals.

As car be rioted from Table XVi' the greatest difference in
interest is related to employment, Among the men employed full-time and
catisfied with their jobs, there was ro interest in attending the

S

College full-fime, A discrepancy is apparent here, however, for some

ir thie group picked programs in which they were interested even though

they did not indicate an interest in attending the College. On the
other hand 43 percent of the men employed full-time but seeking better
employmert indicated an interest i1n full-time study., As noted pre-
siously, a large proportion of this group have participated in evening
education and a large proportion have indicated an interest in further
participation, Ferhaps a sizeable pok%ion of this group will take

immediate advaniage of any opportunity to continue their education.
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Figure |1 reveals graphically the information contained in

Tables XVl and XVII, |t probably needs no éxplanaiion.

desired by those interested in attending the College full-time.

TYPE OF VOCATIONAL FROGRAM

Question 57 queried concerning the type of vocational program

question and the number responding is printed below.

"57O

In pursuing the program you have selected as your first

choice, which of the following would you prefer?

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

a one-year
a two-year
a transfer

terminal program leading to employment;
terminal program leading to employments;
program leading to one of the

Institutes of Technology;

a transfer

program leading to a University or College.

The®

(1) 21
(2) 10

(3) 6
(@ 7

It is apparerit that most adults are interested in a one-year

terminal program and few are interested in any type of transfer program.
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FIGURE_i i

THE RELATIVE INTEREST OF VARIOUS SEGMEN'S OF THE ADULT POPULATION
IN FULLTIME ATTENDANCE AT MEDICiNE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE

Male

Female

21 - 24

25 - 29

30 - 34

35 - 54

55 - 64

65 +

Grade 8 or less

Some High School

Diploma or Matriculation
Some Post=-Secondary
Degree

White Collar

Blue Collar

Satisfactory Employment
Seeking Change of Employment
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41though the College “dvisory Committee will undertake the
major task of interpreting and evaluating the information contained in
tkiz report and making recommendations to tne (ollege Board, the author
will cummarize some of the tindings and suggest a few implications,
Table XV:i' presén%s a concise s.ummary of findings and needs little
e<planation,

tnowledge of adult education. The majority of the sample
studied claim some knowledge of adult education, Few claim consider-
acle kﬁowledge and oniy a small but signiticant group admit ignorance.
bs roted previously those who know the least about adult education are
thoze wro likely need 1t most. Trey are trose who are least educated,
earn low incomes and have blue-collar jobz and those of retirement age.
Attempte shouid be made to discover and use the most effective means of
informing ard motivating this portion of tne population in further edu-
cations

Sources_of information. The newspaper appears to be by far
tre most significant source of infor maf10ﬂ but radio, brochures and
circulare and friends and neighbors are sigrificant for various seg-
ments of the population,

t.1kely advertising will pe most effective 1f the perceived
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if TABLE XVI11

ADULT EDUCATION - SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

z 1. Knowledge concerning adult education:

1. HKriow considerable = - 22.3%

2. - Know a little - 59, %%

%. Fnow nothing - 15, 4%

Ii. o=t important sources of information concerning adult education:
1. Hewspaper - af

2. Friends & Neighbors - 1

3. Radio - 13

4, Brochures & Circulars - 1%

5 Television -

| 6. School Children - 4%

111 .Previous enrolment in adult education:

D 1. Attended one or more courses locally - 164

2. Attended one or more courses elsewhere - 15%

N -1V, Interest in evening education: '
No. from Cstimate of No,
1 urse _Sample  from population
| Homemaking 7 770
Arts & Crafts 12 720

| Sports & Leisure Activities 70 700
Parent Education 69 690
Social & Political Short Courses 60 600
Business & Secretarial 55 ' 550
Technical - Vocational 38 380
High School - 32 320
University 28 280
Agriculture 20 200
In-Service for Teachers 18 180
Basic English 10 100
Pre-High School 7 70

s,
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TABLE XVl (continued)

V. Changes desired for Evening Education:

1. Semester system - * 28,6%
2. Oourses at school
nearest home - 27.2%
3. Number of clasgses - and thus
tuition - reduced - 25, 6%
4, No tuition - 2.2
5. Employer paid tuition - 15, %
6. Courses offered during daytime - 12.6%

* percent ranking item as first, second or third in importance,

Vi, Interest in fulltime study at Medicine Hat Junior College:
P

Sample Estima
1, Total number interested 49 490
2. Welfare - social service 7 70
| 3, Business Administratim 7 70
™) 4, MApprenticeship training 6 )
-y 5, Nursing 6 60
| 6. University preparation 6 60
S 7. Welding 5 50
8, Secretarial Science 4 40
9. Electronics 3 30
10, Interior decorating 2 20

Vil,Type of vocational program preferred:

l. One-year terminal - 21%

2, Two-year terminal - 10%

3, Transfer to an Institute of Technology - 6%

4, Transfer to a university or college - 7%
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best sources of information are used to reach the various segments of

the population, For example, programs for older people may be adver-

tised in the paper and on the radio, whereas programs for the highly

educated may best be advertised by distributing brochures, etc,

Interest in adult edycation., Adults in Medicine Hat and

Redcliff claim to be most interested in participating in (1) homemaking

courses, (2) arts and crafts, (3) sports and leisure activities,

(4) parent education, {5) social and political short courses, (6) busi-
ness and secretarial, (7) technical and vocational, (8) high school
credit, (9) university credit, (10) agriculture, (11) in-service for
teachers, (12) basic Ehglish and (13) pre-high school cnurses, in that
order of importance, Over 10 times as many were interested in the most
popular course as were interested in the least popular., The degree and
nature of the interest, of course, varies from one segment of the popu-
lation to another., Questions ranging from the purpose of adult educas-
tion at the College to the cost of a cnurse in hair styling require
consideration,

Changesdesired, The fact that changes desired vafied not
only in relétion to social, economic and related factors but also in
relation to the nature of the program the respondents were interested
in studying, suggests that considerationlbe given to applying different
condi tions to different courses.

Full-time study., The interest of adults in full-time study

at the College will likely best be considered in conjunction with a




survey of student interests. Not only the numbers interested, but the
characteristics of those interested, will have implications {or the

type of programs made available, admission requirements, remedial courses,

counselling, methods of instruction and numerous other factors,

Certainly adult education is becoming increasingly important
in our society. Significant individual and societal advantages can be

obtained through its furtherance,
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APPENDI X "A"
TABLES
XIX Relationship of Education to Participation in Adult
Education and Interest in Further Education at the College
XX Relationship of Education, Occupation and Income to
Participation in Adult Education and Interest in
Further Education at the College
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MED!I CINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE SURVEY
nterset of Adulis in College Programs
Please check one item for each question bslow:

Sex
Ma]-e 29606 0003 % 9003 Female s ™3 60 @O0 NHO®O O HNO

Age
15 = 19 soceeoons (1} (5) 35 = 54 tenvsecoeonons &
21 24 eoe00eceno (2} 55 - 6‘4 sAamD00PEI00E 0D ( )
25 =~ 29 nosooooen L3) 65 of OVEr suvs0ec0000e
30 34 @9 NO0ONOQOO OO (4)

Marital Status
(1) Single o o0oe@enmenOnen (1) (2) Ma:’ried s @3 NONOGENODNMN
(3) Widow, widower, separated or other ccoosesecencacosenncnn

Number of dependent children living at home 4
(1) NONE eveevoccnosee (1) {4) Three seveesnoconsccos &
(2) 0n€ creeeosnaneeeo (2) — (5) FOUF snosnaessnonsacns &
(3) TWO csececonvesecees (3) — (6) Five Of MOre seaosesns

What was the highest level of education you ever completed?

(1) Grade 8 or less .. (1) (4) Alberta matric. or

(2) Some High School , (20 ______ equivalent .,,., (

(3) High School ’ Vocational-tech. or

diploma csess (3) Trade School beyond

High School ceesenssee
Some University socse-
One or more University
degrees esoseseeveceeso

Approximate yearly income of household head
(1) Less than $1000 ,. (1) (5) $4000 - $5999 ceeenooo |
(2) $1000 - $1992 .... (2) (6) $6000 - $7999 .oucoooo
(3) $2000 - $2999 .... (3) (1) $8000 - $9999 .uevoeon
(4) $3000 - $3999 .... (4 (8) $10,000 and over s.eso (

What lan%uage did you first learn in childhood and still understand?

1) English cocesesces (1) . (4) A Scandinavian
(2) FrenCh .OOO‘.O..O.. (2> [P —— language P O EeNONDHC

(3) German seooccoceces (3) [ (5) Russian coonomconnnoBDS ._,.
(6) O.ther @B JOONOEN SN e0 0N B0

Please check the classification which best describes your occupation,
unemployed or retired check the type of job you previously held),
(1) Professional seeee (1) __  (6) Laborer ,scececenccsss
(2) Technical soecoses (2) . (7) Farmer cesescsvecconna
(3) Managerial seeoeee (3) ____  (8) Housewife eosoanesases
(4) Clerical or sales (4) ____  (9) Other (please specify)
(5) Skilled craftsman (5) (9)
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Present employment status. (Housewives are considered to be employed full-time)

Employed full-time and not seeking a change cocoesoeossoecoe (1)
Employed part-time and not seeking a change csocoososesossos $2)
Employed full or part-time but seeking better employment ..o (3)
Uﬂemplﬂyed 0000000000000030000000000000.09099OOCOOO&G”O:“?OO9 (43‘
Retired and Oiher OOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOO0.000000000000GO (5)

Please estimate your present level of knowledge of adult education in Medicine Hat:

(1) know what courses are offered, the times, how long it has

been in operation, etCs ses00c00000000000s0000000man0ncc00s (1) o
(2) knom’ a little about it 90 0PM 0000000090000 00080000NIEROGNO0POOD (2) coese——c———)
(3) I‘<""0W nOthing about it 8006009000000 0093J00008DAN000EE0000DBAS (3)

Please indicate the ope source of information from which you have iearned
most about the adult education programs

(1) Radio 0050000000008 00 (1) ___,,“‘m (4> SChOOl C!"ildreﬂ 0000 (‘4)
(2) TeleviSion cecoccosss (&) (5) Brochures & Circu-

(3) Newspapel' 0000060000 (3) lars 450000000000 (5)
(6) Friends and

neighbors no0ooOnD (6)

Please indicate the number of formal adult education courses (courses for
you have paid a tuition fee) you have taken at Medicine Hat High Schools

(1> None 9000006000039 000¢0 (1) e e s (3) TWO ©0O0EOe0BOQAN OO O !3\} .
(2) ONE oseosesonsosssese 2) . (&) Three or more c.coco 4) _

Have you participated in any formal adult education courses of fered by a schooi
system other than Medicine Hat during the past 10 years?

(1) YeS P6009900RN0O00CO0AEBO0D0 (1> o ——— (2) NO 900000900080 0008C (2)

Have you participated in any formal adult education courses offered by clubs,
employers, church organizations, etc. during the past 10 years?

(1) Yes 00000000 O0ODO0COSO0DSO (1)___=, (.2) NO oonoonooonno»oaoaq"(Z)
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Most adult education courses in Medicine Hat are now held from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. one
night a week for 25 weeks, There are a few courses of shorter duration. The tuition
fees are $.50 per hour of instruction or about $25 per course. Some of the conditions
which might be altered include reducing the tuition, offering courses during the
daytime, decreasing the number of classes for a course, holding classes twice a week
for half as many weeks, etc.

Please indicate your interest in the program by placing a check mark in gne
blank for each question below:

| would | f conditions
like to were changed | am not
participate | would interested
participate
Basic English (beginning and
advanced courses for new
CanadianS) 000000000 POIPCOOCPOO0CC0COC0CCROOES (1) ———— (2) (3)
Pre-high School (Grade VIl and VI!|
math, SCienCe etc.) e0v0e0000s0sccce (1) v—— (2)
High School (English 30,
Chemistl’y, etC. o000 ecsvsss000ceso0 (1)__ (2)—
University courses (first year
Arts & Science courses) eeseesessecss (1) (2)

Business & Secretarial (bookkeeping,
data processing, typing, shorthand,
etc.,g
In-service courses for teachers
(library, new math for grade V!|

" &VIII, e‘tC.) 0000000000600 0000000000 (1) em——— (2)
Technical-Vocational (automotives,
orinting, bricklaying, welding, etc.) (1) __ (2)
Agriculture (Agricultural business
courses, farm machinery maintenance,
animal husbandry, etc.§ R ¢ ) (2)
Homemaking (sewing, cooking,
interior decorating, etc.) seseceees (1) (2)
Arts and Crafts (leatherwork,
pottery, painting, photography, ete.) (1) __ (2)
Sports and leisure activities |
(golf, badminton, dancing, etc.) ... (1) ___ (2)
Paren% education (new math for ‘
parents, helping your child to read) (1) ____ (2)
Social and political short courses
(great issues in education, compara- |
tive religion, etc.) seseesossseeses (1) (2)

P & D R (2)
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’ 29. IF tUition Were eliminated ......................................... (29)
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Listed below are several conditions which might be changed to ensure that more people
will be able to take advantage of the aduit education program. Please indicate the
changes which would increase your interest in the program by ranking them in importance
from 1 to 6. That is place "1" in the blank opposite the change which would increase
your interest most, "2" opposite the next in importance, etc. If any of the changes
would not result in an increase of interest for you please leave the space blank

beside that condition.

28, |f courses were offered during the daytime seecececcccccsceccccccces (28)

30. IF your employer paid the tUition ......................;........... (30)

31. |If the number of classes and thus the tuition were reduced for
general interest and vocational cOUrSES eeeecesesececccsocoscccrcns (31)

32, |f the classes met twice a week for half as many weeks
(Semester Systeln) ...................G......0....................... (32)

33, |f the classes were held at the school nearest your home seeceeceeece (33)

34, |f the Medicine Hat Junior College expanded its daytime offerings to include
technical-vocational, apprenticeship, business administration, secretarial
science and other similar programs, would you be interested in attending as a
full+time student? a

(1) YeS vevcesssecencass (1) (2) No sevevessscceeees (2)
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| f your answer to number "34" was 'yes'" please indicate the program(s) you would

be interested in pursuing as a full-time student by placing "1" beside your first
choice, "2" beside your second choice, if any, etc. The programs listed lead to

direct employment or transfer to another institution for further study.

Coyrses which mi £ 3 Interest
35, Business Administration ' (35)
36, Secretarial Science (36)
37, Journalism (37)

38, University preparation (designed to prepare non-matriculants
for entry into first-year university courses at the College

or a university) (38)
39. |Interior decorating (39)
40, Nursing (male or female) (40)
41, Apprenticeship in a trade (41)
42, Welfare or social service ' (42)
43, Music (43)
44, Art ‘ (44)
. 45, Upholstery (45)
ﬂw) 46, Small electrical appliance repair (46)
‘ 47, Industrial drafting (47)
48, Electronics (48)
49, Ceramics technology (49)
50, Radio and Television Production (not technician) (50)
51, Welding (51)
52, Heavy duty machinery operation (52)
53, Agribusiness (A business course in agriculture) (53)
54, Animal husbandry (54)
55, Horticulture (55)
56, Other (please specify) (56)

57. |In pursuing the program you have selected as your first choice, which of the
following would you prefer?

(1) a one-year terminal program leading to employment (
(2) a two -year terminal program leading to employment (
(3) a transfer program leading to one of the Institutes

of Technology (
(4) a transfer program leading to a University or College (

58, |f you wish to comment on any aspect of the Junior College's development,
please feel free to do so in the space below or on a sep arate sheet,

pora
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regard,

In January of 1967 the Board of the Medicine Hat Junior
College appointed an advisory committee to study the feasibility of
expanding the curriculum and to give some direction to the Board in this
The Committee in turn felt the need for further information
regarding the educational plans of students in the College service area.

This paper is a report of research carried out for the Advi-

CHAPTER |

IR IR, Wit St o)

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

* . sory Committee involving virtually all grade X| and X!l students in and

é . ﬁ . around Medicine Hat. It attempts to answer the following major ques- |
' tions: é
1. What are the occupational plans of students in grades : i
Xl and X!l in southeast Alberta? |

2. What are the post-high school educational plans of .
these students? ;
3. What reasons do students give for their interest in o
attending Medicine Hat Junior College? i
4. What reasons do students have for not wanting to attend
Medicine Hat Junior College? :
5. How do students' plans etc., differ for various seg- . E
ments of the population? f 3
§ Answers are also sought for several additional significant questions E
| which are raised in the remainder of the paper.




CHAPTER 1|

NATURE OF THE STUDY

The paper is based on information drawn from questionnaires
which were distributed by the author or by a teacher to grade Xl and

X11 students and which were completed during school time.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The questionnaire (a copy of which is included as Appendix
"A") contained a brief summary of the types of educational programs
now available at Medicine Hat Junior College and the following state-
ment: '"For purposes of this questionnaire, please assume that the
College will offer a wide varjety of vocational programs including at
least one year of several technical programs now offered at the Insti-
tute of Technology". In addition, tuition costs and a few other items
were noted,

Then came a series of questions concerning the sex of respon-
dents, the school jurisdiction in which parents reside, grade, type of
high school program, definiteness of plans, need for counsellirg and
the nature of occupational and educational plans, Questions were also
included concerning the student!s reasons for planning either to attend

or not to attend Medicine Hat Junior College, his preference for commut-:

ing, living in residence or boarding and his high school marks. A few

additional questions were designed to solicit information regarding the




occupational, economic and educational status of the student's family,
to determine the size of the family unit and the participation of
siblings in education at Medicine Hat Junior College.

Data was transferred from the questionnaires to computer

cards with the assistance of Mr, N, O, Little and his high school class.

A computer program was developed by WNrs. Valerie Woodward of the
University of Calgary and the raw data was fed into the computer at the
U, of C. The remainder of the paper represents an attempt to collect

meaningful statistics and draw some implications from them,
THE POPULATION

The population studied consists of students in the following

school jurisdictions:

Wedicine Hat S.D. #76 (City);
Mledicine Hat Separate S.D. #21;
Medicine Hat S.D, #4 (Rural),
Redcliff S,D #2283

County of Newell #4

County of Forty Mlle'#8‘

Bow Island Separate S. D-#82
Brooks S.D. #2092;

Ralston S.D, #4981

10, Acadia S.D, #,

qumphwma

A1l grade X! and XI| students, with the exception of those absent from
classes on the day the questionnaire was administered, in the first
nine school jurisdictions, completed the forms., About half of the
students in Acadia completed forms, i.e., those living in the southeast

portions of the school division,




School area in which parents reside, Table | shows the total
number of students from various jurisdictions who completed forms, Of
the total number of 1438, 553 or slightly over one-third were from
Medicine Hat School District No, 76, Well over half of the students
attend some school in the city of Medicine Haf°

It is also apparent from %he ‘able that about one-fourth of
the population attend small high schools, i.e.; high schools with less
than 100 students. Slightly over one-third attend a high school with
more than 500 students enrolkd and nearly an equal proportion attend a
high school with an enrollment of 200-500 students, If the pattern
described by Downey still exists, a smaller proportion of the students

from the small high schools will matriculate and enter a university

programo1

Of the group under investigation 4% are enrolled in grade Xl,

40,7% in first-year grade Xi| and 9.5% in second-year grade XIl, It
wifl also be noted that 35,8% of the group are enrolled in a three-year
matriculation program and ancther 21.3% in a four-year matriculation
program. In other words, over half of the students are apparently

preparing for university. It will be interesting to consider the per-

cent of this group who actually plan for university and also the percent

who eventually complete a university degree.

1Lawrence W, Downey, The S High Scheol in Alber
(Edmonton: The Alberta School Trustees' Associations; pp. 59 - 41,
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TABLE |

THE POPULATION STUDIED -

LY
0O e
e ()
D e
LN

eparate S,D,721

L

medicine Hat

Fa
e}
“

IN WHICH PARENTS

BY SCHOOL AREA
RESIDE

-~ -~
Dt
\.’\j

Redeliff
S.D. #22

" County of
i e\/ell

5

Separate S.D.F

[sland i

B OV

Brooks
S,D, #2092

1alstqn
S.D. #4981

Total Number

&
#
P
. i
R
H 5
%
H i
i . s
L e bt s 0 D it B e e ot e T e o e AR T et B b et T L) nitt o

;1 Percent

-
L]

Tot

Total nurber of

students

136

N
(8]

N
N

89

w
w

1438

100

~1Z5 OF HIGH SCHOOL
ATTEMDED:
Less than 100

o

46

20

344

0)

0

17

162

133

19

29

485

33,7

366

70

13

502

34,9

g2

73

29

18

11

38

37

126

54

65

22

116

11

13

45

14

34

712

55

o1

29

93

81

11

46

17

28

704

First year
Grade Xl

228

60

44

17

88

64

38

12

36

585

Second year
Grade Xl

51

20

13

17

10

136

- Other

N

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM
BEING STUDIED:

176

52

10

29

14

39

515

_ 2-yr. Hatric

| 4-yr. Matric

148

21

11

17

15

306

General Diploma

46

34

1

21

15

248
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A total of 41,2 percent of the population under study are
enrolled in some type of a diploma program at the high school. Seven-
teen percent of this group are in a general diploma program; presumably
a prbgram which neither prepares them for entrance to university or for
direct entrance into the labour force., Another 14 percent are prepar-
ing for careers in business and may enter the labour force directly or

pursuevtheir studies further, A small proportion of the students are

_enrolled in Technical or Industrial Vocational programs, These students

may also enter the labour force directly or continue their formal
studies.

Size of High School. Table !l depicts the relationship of
the size of the high school attended to the nature of the program
studied. Some variations are of interest, |t should be noted first of
all that of the schools studied only Medicine Hat High School enrolls
more than 500 students. In addition, since it is the only high school
considered which offers a complete vocational program, students from
all jurisdictions attend it to siuay vocational subjects. Perhaps this
fact accounts in part for the large proportion of students in the 500-
plus category who are pursuing a diploma program of one type or another
and for the smaller proportion pursuing a matriculation program. |t
may also be thét with a wider choice of programs fewer students pick
matriculation. Another unique feature of this high school is the small
percent of students taking a general diploma program., |t would seem

that a sizeable proportion of the students at this high school have




TABLE Il

RELATIONSHIP OF SIZE OF HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED TO
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAW BEING STUD!ED

ST ZE OF HT G SCIHOOL

Less than o
100 100 - 200 500 +
No, % No, % ’ No, o :

TOTAL | 349 24,1 78 5.4 ' 517
3-year Matriculation 156 38 , 9B 3 129
h-year Matriculation 55

General Diploma N

Business Diploma

Technical-Vocaiiongl Diploma |

[ ndustrial-Vocational Diploma

TOTAL MATRICULATION

TOTAL DIPLOWA

A el i ot et



made at least an initial committment to either university study or to a
vocation, Perhaps the Junior College can best serve those with voca-
tional education at the high school level by providing programs which
strengthen the skills already developed and at the same time increase the
breadth of the students! education. What are often termed general or
literal education courses may be particularly significant for this group.
v Grade levels. Table |ll also concerns the population studied.

|+ shows the number and percent of students in the three grade levels
and the estimated number who will attempt to graduate from high school
this year., It will be noted that 332 students in the College éervice
area will attempt matriculation and 295 will attempt to graduate with a
diploma; A total of 637 young adults in this area will, if successful,
be prepared to begin higher education by the Fall of 1968. Questions
remain regarding the proportion of this group who should proceed to
higher education and the nature of the education desirable.

It is also apparent from Table ||| that very nearly half of
the students in the population are now in grade XI, Of this group 54,7
percent are in a matriculation pattern, 16,3 percent are studying busi-
ness and 16,5 percent are pursuing a general diploma program, Fifty-
three grade X| students are presently studying technical-vocation sub-
jecfs and 26 are in industrial-vocational programs.

Summary. Of the 1438 students who completed questionnaires
regarding their occupational and educational plans, over half are now

atténding schools in the city of Medicine Hatj very nearly half are




No.

TOTAL j 720
myear Matficulntion 264
-year Hstriculaticn 130
General Diploma 119

Business Diploma 117

Technical-Vocational Diploma 53

|ndustrial-Vocational Diploma 26
Total Matriculation : 394

Total Diploma 315

i3
g he e - b RN 01 15 L SRR T TSI T L N s s e
Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

TABLE L1l

Grade Xl

(

49,2

3.6

54,7

43.8

First Year
Grade Xil

No,
604
253
102
107
82
%
18
355

243

T

{
(1]

1.6
1.9
16,9
17,7
13,6

6.0

3,0

58.8

Second Year

RELATIONSHIP OF GRADE IN WHICH STUDENT IS ENROLLED |
TO HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAW BEING STUDIED

Grade Xl|

No.

137

6

73

28

12

79

52

%
95
4.4

53.3
20.4
5.8
8.8
2.9
5.1

38.0

Total No,
Attempting to
Graduate
Spring of 1968

627
269
73

135

48
22
332

295




females; nearly half are in grade Xlj; slightly more than half are enrol-

led in a matriculation program; and somewhat less than half will attempt

to graduate this year.




CHAPTER 111
FINDINGS

It is not uncommon for high school students or-~even university
students to change their océupational and educational plans during the
course of their studies. In an attempt, therefore, to discover the
reliability of the choices stated by students, the following questions
were asked: .

"9, Are your plans concerning what to do after high school

(1) Very definite _____(3) Indefinite
(2) Fairly definite (4) Very indefinite

10. Have you discussed your plans with your parents?
(1) Yes (2 No

11, If your answer to "10" is yeé, what degree of approval of your
plans have they shown?

(1) Complete approvél _ (3) Hesitancy
(2) Approval (4) Disapproval,

DEFINITENESS OF STUDENT PLANS

Table |V shows the percent of students in various classifica-
tions who considered their plans very definite, fairly definite, etc.

It also shows the perceived need for counselling.

It is apparent from the table that over 63 percent of the

total group of students considered their plans very definite or fairly

definite and that 81 percent of the total group had discussed their

plans with their parents. It will be noted, however, that the parents
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did not always approve of the students' plans., About 11% of the parents
did not approve.

Students! ‘plans do not vary greatly in this regard from one
size of high school to-another. There are, however, slightly fewer in
the largest school with indefinite plans. A considerably higher pro-
portion oF_gfrls than boys have definite plans, Amohg the group
planning tb'éitend Medicine Hat Junior College, those planning voca-

tional programs show the greatest lack of definitensss in their plans,

likewise, students with high school marks of "less than mostly B's"

have less definite plans than do those with "mostly B's or better'.

On the other hand the grade in which students are enrclled and the type
of program studied seem to have little effect on the definiteness of
their plans,

Although there are some variations in percentages of each
sub-group who have discussed their plans with their parents, 73 percent
of the sub-group lowest in this regard claimed they had discussed their
plans. In this instance boys rank lower than girls, diploma students
rank lower than matric students, those interested in vocational or
university preparatory programs at Medicine Hat Junior College rate
lower than those interested in a university transfer program and those
with lower high school marks rate lower than their counterparts,

Concerning parents' approval of plans there is ore sub-group
of particular significance and that is the group who plan to take a

university preparatory program at Medicine Hat dunior”CoMege0 Likely
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the parents of these students would sooner they return to high school

to complete preparatory courses.

NEED FOR COUNSELLING

Students were asked to respond to two items in connection

with counselling:

"12. Do you feel that ybu need further vocational counselling?
(i.e., a chance to discuss your choice of vocation with
someone)

(1) Yes (2) No

t

13. Do you feel that you need further educational counselling?
(i.e., an opportunity to discuss your educational plans)

(1) Yes (2) No."

Of the entire group of students, 59.3 percent felt they
needed further vocational counselling and 58 percent felt a need for
further educational counselling. The greatest need was expressed by
those in high schools with an enrollment of 100-200 students. Beyond
that the need for counselling decreased with an increase in size of
high school,

Surprisingly, a smaller proportion of students in diploma
programs than in matriculation programs indicated a need for counsel-
ling, This is perhaps due'to_the fact that many students seeking
diplomas have committed themselves to an occupation already. They do
not have the wide range‘of possible courses of action after high school

that matriculation students have,
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The data also reveals that studenis i~ their second year of
grade X!| feel less of a need for counselling than do those in other

grades,

Of considerable sionificance vor *his study, is the fact that
Yo .

over 80 percent of the students planring Zo enter a uriversity program
or a university preparatory program at Medicine Hat Jurior College
indicate a need for further educational counselling. About 70 percernt
of this group also require more vocational courselling. [t appears
that the choice to go to university is considered by siudents to be
only one of a series of choices in which they reed assistance, Certain-
1y the rumber and complexity of occupational spectalties has increased
greatly in the last decade, as has tne complexity of university educa-
tion in Alberta, Previously there waz only ore university with
entrance requirements so stable as to almost be iraditional. Now there
are thirteen public institutions of higher education in the province
and the majority are at least indirectly concerred with university
education., Perhaps the time has come when even a small oollege must
have an expert in vocational and educational counselling available to
visit high schools during the Winter ard Spring, counsel with students
during the Summer and assist them in adapting their plans during the

college year,
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OCCUPATIONAL (NTHZRESTS

1% is certainly no longer poseible fc list on a short ques-
tionnaire all of the occupations yourg adulis may wish to pursue. On
thie questionnaire a list of 83 occupations was included and students
were invited to add others, The fact that 100 students added a wide
variety of other occupations is ample indication that the list was not
complete. However, the list included the most popular occupaticns and
an investigation of student choices will be enlightening.

Table V gives a summary of occupational choices and an
indication of their reliability. Although most of occupational cate-
gories are broad, several narrow classifications are included because
of their particular sigrificance fo persons irteresiéed in Medicine Hat
Junior College.

The table itself needs litile explaration aside from pointing
out that the classifications are not precise, They are not taken from
a dictionary of occupational titles nor do they correspond directly to
classifications used in Alberta univerzities, The classification of
arts, for example, includes literature, history, geography, economics,
sociology, eic., i.e., occupations which often require a study of an
arte program at university as preparation, “Fine Arts" includes music,
art and other fine arts {theatre, ballet), Other categories are perhaps
more precise and require less explanation,

It is apparent from the table that for boys the most popular
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TABLE V

SUMMARY OF OCCUPATIONAL INTERESTS BY SEX
AND DEFINITENESS OF PLANS

Definiteness of Plans

Very or Indefinite
Fairly or very
| Definite Indefinite

Disapprove
Approve
Disapprove

Parents
Approve

*¥| Parents

N
=R
N
\::,Q

*¥| Parents

*
*{Parents

N
U

Aris ‘ : 3.9 60| 4.2] 42 4

N
o

Fine Arts - 2.3 241 1.7| 50 13

—
(o))

Goeiences & Mathematics / 1.9 43] 3.0 53

N
no

koriculture 3¢ | 0,1 37| 2.6| 44
Engineering. 4.1 0,00 30| 2.1| 73
Professions 14.2 28.0] 302 |21.0| T
Social Work 21 0.3 6,00 45| 3.1 47

General Vbcational 8.1 2.9 77| 5.4] 50
TechnicaleVQCational 27,0 10.7 272 |18.9| 4T
fusiness 3| 8.0 25,0 236 |16.4| 55
| 20

B

|

. 3

I

. il
A

. 1
K

P

H

1 3 4 i

|

!

* This portion of the table is read: 42% of the students interested in arts have

| definite plans and parent approval, whereas 4% have definite plans but not -
parental approval, etc. |

hpprenticeship 2.6 5| 0.7 24| 1.7] 6T

2
3

0

3

4

Computer Science 1.5 o.1 161 1.1] 69 0
3

5

3

0

6

Others - 0.4 | 53| 7.4 121 | 8.4 67

.’
g
4
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occupational group is technical-vocational, with the professions
second in importance. Twenty-seven percént of the males indicated an
i terest in technical-vocational occupations and 14,2 percert claimed
an interest in one of the professions (education is included as a pro-
fession). For the girls the professiors ranked highest with busiress
in second place,

Studenie interested in Engineering or one of the professions
appeared to be most certain about their plans, Seventy-three percent
and 71 percent of those interested in engineering and the profiessions,
respectively, indicated their plans were very or fairly def'inite and
met with parent approval, Less than 50% of those interested in the
arts, agriculture, social work and technical-vocational occupations
had definite plans and parent approval.

The one occupational choice which the greatest proportion of
parents do not approve of is fine artso.

Some general patterns of occupational preference are apparent
from Table V but for specific planning, more precise information is
required, Table VI shows the number of students interested in each of
the occupations, The data has been dichotomized according to the

school jurisdictions in which the parents reside,

1
By

Incluﬁédyin the first broad column are all grade Xi and XI|

students whose paren%é"live within the boundaries of Medicine Hat
S,D, #76, Medicine Hat Separate S,D., #21, Medicine Hat S,D, #4 (rural)

and Redcliff S.D, #2283, It would seem that a large proportion of the
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OCCUPATIONAL INTERESTS BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREA,
GRADE AND DEFINITENESS OF PLANS

Definiteneés of Plans §

Medicine Hat Cityl *Other School — |
Redcliff and Jurisdictions | Very or |lndefinite |

Fairl or ver :
Med. Hat S,D. #4 Defi i¥e indefini{e '

Parents
Disapprove
Approve
Parents
Disapprove

=
o
[ ]
=
o
L ]
=
(o)
®
=

ol YeleoleloleNaolly 1

Grade Xl
Grade X1
Total
Grade Xl
Grade Xl
Total
Parents
Approve
Parents

—
()]

Literature

History

Geography

Economics

Sociology
Anthropology
Politizal Geience
Public Administration
Languages
International Studies
Music

Art

 Other Fine Arts
Mathematics

Chemistry

Physics

Biology

Biochemistry

. Geology

Vietallurgy

Forestry

Agriculture
Engineering
Architecture

Law

Medicine

Theology

Dentistry

Nursing

Pharmacy

Education (elementary)
Education (secondary{
Physical Education
Social Work
Computer Science
Recreation

Community Leadership
Criminology

Civil Service
International Service

—
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Medicine Hat City, efiniteness of Plans

*0ther School

Redclifg anq# Jurisdictions Very or
Med, H oDe ‘ or ver |
ed. Fat definive | indefinite |
P ——— (OTY ()] LO_ (U} < Y E
< | = =< | < T3l E&|E3|Tal
4 AR I ORI R 50 I 8 S
- | © @ o o © G o] 6= | S| F.=}
© © -+ © @ + la<|aala<]|aal
. . o s. ju o
s lo | = e e 75N No. | No,
Defense Service 1 3 14 11 3 14 15 2 3 4
Social Surveys | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .
Town Planning 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 VI
Broadcasting 4 9 13 0 2 2 10 0 3 2
Drafting (Architectural) 71 5 | 12 2 1 3 | 10 0 2 0
Drafting (Engineering) 61 1 7 0 1 1 3 0 4 0 -
Survey Technology 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 -
Structural Technology 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 2 VI
Mechanical Technology 7 1 8 2 2 4 6 0 2 2
Automotive Technology 23 9 32 11 6 17 23 1 5 VI
Aeronautics Technology 5 3 8 3 2 5 8 0 5 1 .
Electronics Technology 12 | 16 28 7 3 10 21 5 3 4 -
Data Processing 221 20 42 3 5 8 20 3 2 3 .
Agribusiness 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Agriculture Technology 1 0 1 1 5 6 5 0 0 2
. Gas, O0il Technology 1 6 7 5 6 | 1 4 0 5 | 2
Chemical Technology 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 .
Medicine Lab, Technician 5 0 15 3 9 12 15 2 5 2 i
. Chemistry Lab, Technician 0 1 1 0 2 2 1 1 1 0 ;
Other Lab. Technician 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 :
Dental Technician? 6 4 10 5 0 5 8 1 5 1 3
Physiotherapy 1 5 6 2 2 4 6 o | 1 2 =
Home Eccnomics 9 9 18- 9 4 13 16 2 7. 2
Accounting 8 6 14 1 5 6 9 1 3 3 .
Secretarial Studies 0] 36 76 30 18 48 79 2 15 | 10 =
Business Management 91 20 29 5 5 1 10 18 3 6 3
Personnel, lndy Relations 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1
Hotel, Restaurant Manager 2 3 5 0 1 1 1 0 2 2 :
Tourist, Travel Business 1 2 3 1 0 1 3 0 0 0 :
Retailing, salesmanship 2 4 6 2 0 2 6 0 1 0 :
Advertising, marketing 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.
Credit Management 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Business Research 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 2 03
Commercial Art 2 3 5 4 1 5 6 1 2 2
I nsurance | 0%f 1 1 0 0 0 0 a 1 04
Banking, Invesiment 3 6 9 0 2 2 6 G 2 25
Real Estate 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 F
Building Trades 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 03
Printing Trades 1 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 02
Other Trades 41 15 19 2 0 2 14 0 5 0:
. Other 37 128 65 27 21 48 81 1 16 5

* |ncludes Couﬁiyiof Newell #4 Céaﬁiy of Forty Mile #5, Bow lsland Separate S,D.
Brooks S.D.#2092, Ralston S.D. #4981,

Indefinite 5

3,5
LV
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students from these districts should be interesied in Medicine Hat
Junior College since the majority live within commuting distance and

since all of them live much closer to this institution than to any

other institution of higher learning, On the other hand, many students ?

living in other school jurisdictions (i.e., County of Newell #4, County

,5 of Forty Mile #8, Bow |sland Separate S.D. #82, Brooks S.D. #2092 and
Ralston S,D.#4981) live as close to other universities or colleges as
they do to Medicine Hat Junior College. Since the majority of these

students will have to find board and room away from home whether they

attend Medicine Hat Junior College or some other institution, the dis-
tance of the institution from home has 1ittle censequence.

A study of Table VI reveals that for the immediate area the

most popular occupation is education {combining elementary, secondary

and physical education), followed by secretarial studies, nursing, data

processing, automotive technology, business management, electronics
technolo social work, home economics, engineering, forestry, law

) ’ 9 ) . ’
architecture, and medical lab, technician, in that order. Other occu-

pations of interest are apparent from the table,

Table VI also gives an indication of the number of students

for each occupation with definite plans, etc, This information may be

helpful to persons planning specific vocatioral programs to be offered

at the College.

Table VIl deals with occupational interests as they relate

to educational plans. More specifically, it deals with the occupational
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TABLE V1|

OCCUPATIONAL INTERESTS OF STUDENTS [NTERESTED IN

ATTENDING MEDICINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGL

Students who complete

Students unsuccessful in present
High School Progr

# HingSchool Program

University
TOTAL

Transfer
Vocational
University
Preparatory

1p

University
Preparatory
Combined
Program
Vocational
Program
Vocational
Preparation
Apprenticesh
Program
TOTAL

Literature

Hiztory

Geography

Leonomics

HYociology
Anthropology
Political 3cience
Public Administration
Languages
International Studies
Music

Art

Other Fine Arts
athematics

Chemistry

Physics

Biology

Biochenistry

Geology

lietallurgy

Forestry

Agriculture
Engineering
Architecture

Law

Medicine

Theology

Dentistry

Nursing

Pharmacy

Education (elementary)
Education (secondaryg
Physical Education
Social Work

Computer Acience
Recreation

Community Leadership
Criminology

Civil Service
International Service
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TABLE VII (continued)

Students who complete| Students unsuccessful in present"'3

High School Program . Hi%b_§ghq;l_gxqg*am.

University
Transfer
Vocational
University
Preparatory
University
Preparatory
Combined
Program
Vocational
Program
Vocational
Preparation
renticeship |
Program

Defense Service
Social Surveys
Town Planning
droadeacting
Drafting (Architectural)
Drafting (Engineering)
Survey Tpchnology
Structural Technology
lechanical Technology
Automotive Technology
Peromautics Technology
Electronics Technology
Data Processing
Agribusiness
Agriculture Technology
Gas, 0il Technology
Chemical Technology
edical Lab, Technician
Chemistry Lab, Technician
Other Lab, Technician
Dental. Technician
Physiotherapy
Home Economics
Accountlng
Secretarial Studies
Business Management
Personnel, Ind, Relations
Hotel, Restaurant Manager
Tourlst, Travel Business
Retailing, salesmanship
Advertising, marketing
Credit Management
Business Research
Commercial Art
| nsurance
Banking, |nvestment
Real Estate
Building Trades
Printing Trades
Other Trades
Other
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interests of students who plan to attend Medicine Hat Junior College,

The two questiors which relate to this table réquire further discussior,

Students were asked:?

n24, |f you obtain your high school diploma, or matriculatior,
which of the following would be your preference?

To attend a university in Albertaj

To attend a university elsewherej

To take a university transfer program at Medicire Hat
Junior College}’
To take a vocational program (Business Administration,
secretarial science, community leadership, a technology,
etc,) at Medicine Hat Junior College; |
To take a university preparatory program (a program
consisting of courses equivalent to Grade X1l matriculation
but not requiring departmental exams) at Medicine Hat
Junior College;

(6) To attend some other junior college;

(7) To attend an Institute of Techriology, private business
school, nursing school or vocational training centery

___ (8) To get employment;
(9) Other (please specify)

and

"53-54, |f you do not complete the high school program you are
pursuing after three years (four years if you are on a four-year
matric program), what will you likely do?

53, (1) Return to high school for another year or semester to
complete matrics

(2) Return to high school to complete a non-matric programs

(3) Enter a technical institute, private business college
or nursing schoolj

(4) Take a university preparatory program (a program con-
sisting of courses equivalent to Grade Xil matricula-
Yion courses but not requiring a departmental exam! at
Medicine Hat Junior College}

(5) Take a university preparatory program at some other
college;

(6) Take combined university and matriculation deficiency
program at Medicine Hat Junior Colleges

(7) Take combined university and matriculation deficiency
program at some other college;
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(8) Take a vocational program (business, secretarial,
technician, etc.) at Medicine Rat Junior College;

(9) Take a vocational program at some other institution;

(1) Take a vocational preparatior program ( a one-semester
program designed to give studerts sufficient knowledge
in high school math, science ard English to gain
entrance to a technology program or a trade program at
college or at an instiiute of technology) at Medicine
Hat Junior College;

(2) Take awcational preparation program at some other
institution;

(3) Terminate your education for the time being}

(4) Apprenticeship with short courszes at Medicine Hat
Junior College;

(5) Other (please specify) o

54,

The first 4 columns of Table V!i relate to question 24 and
the plans of students if successful in their present high school pro-
grams.,

|t is interesting that some students indicate an interest in
a university transfer program in an occupation which normally requires
vocational training. For example, many students with plans to become
technicians plan for university transfer programs.

Even though students were asked at the outset of the ques-
tionnaire to assume that a wide variety of vocational courses will be
available at Medicine Hat Junior College ihe response to a later ques-
tion suggests that many students did not indicate an interest in
attending the college to pursue a program not presently offered there,
|t would seem justifiable to assume that with adequate promotion a
vocational program at the College should draw most, if not all, of the
students in the immediate area who are inierested in further study

related to the occupation concerned. |f this assumption is accurate,

A R e e A S L S B A s
o T o X AN e 1 A b SRy e i

<
T RER

A Pt S W o e R e U e e end e e T e s d T T e e e e

R UL TR SO A PO

AT R T e 5




consideration must be given to the group of ziudents who plan to
attend institutes of technology and other posi-secondary institutions.
Columns 5-10 of Table VI! indicate what students will likely
do if they are not successful in their presert high school programs.
|t should be kept in mind that oniy a small proportion of those respon-
ding are apt to be unsuccessful and thus carry out their plans,
The data from Table Vil suggests that based on the plans of
Grade X| and XI| students there are few vocational programs warranted
at the College. Secretarial studies, business management, data proces-
sing and automotive technology appear most promising., However, as
previously noted it does not seem advisable o rely wholely on this

data,

EDUCATIONAL PLANS

As noted previously, students were asked two guestions rela-

ted to educational plans. Table Vill shows the responses of students
in the immediate area and in the surrounding area to those questions.
Those directly concerned with the expansion of Medicine Hat Junior
College will want to study the table in detail.

Of particular interest is the large rumber of students from
the immediate area who plan to attend a university in Alberta. It will
be noted that nearly as many have such plans as have plans to attend a

university transfer program at Medicine Hat Junior College. Attempts




5
TABLE Viijl
EDUCATIONAL PLANS OF STUDENTS BY GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA AND GRADE-

- Medicine Hat City %0 5 Juriedicti | |
Redoliff & Wed, Hat S. 3. # ther School Jurisdictions

Grade X1 Gradc XII Total Grade Xl Grade X1l Total
70 No, | % No, No. | % No. | % No.

e T

. Educational plans if
. successful in High

- Srhool Programs

' hlberta University

% Non-Alta, University

? Un1versxty Transfer
: MeHedoC

?_ Vocational MeHedoCo

Univ. Preparator
MeHedoCo g

“~Other Junjor College

; “wech, Nursing School
. or Business College

Terminate Education
TOTAL M.HeJ.C.

I unsuccessful in
present High School
Program:

Return to ngh School
for Matrlculatlon

Return to High School
- Non-Matriculation

3 Tech, Nursxng School
. or Busxness College

Univ, Preparator
» r\j‘.H.d.C. y
§W>Univ. Preparafdry
Other College
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4 TABLE Vi1 inued
 Medicine Hat City * T
Redc1iff & Med. Hat S.f). 44 Other School Jurisdictions
§ Grade XI | Grade XII | Total | Grade XI | Grade Xil| Total
;; Noo | % | Nou| % | Nou| & | Nou| % INo. | % | Noo| 2
GCombined Progran . _ ,
WoHodoCo 39| 9.0] 48 | 11.0) 87 | 9.9 11| 4.4] 12 | 4.8] 23 | 4.6
Combined Program ' ,
Other College 6l 1.4 11| 2.5] 17| 1.9] 5] 2.0] 21 | 8.4 26 | 5.2
Vocational MeHed.Co o] 49| 18| 21| 39| 45| 9| 3.6l 12| 48] 21 | 42
Vocational elscewhore 1 1.9 9 2,11 17 1.9 14 ‘5.7 9 3.6] 23 4.675
— Vocational prepara-
: tion M.H.J.Ce 13] 3.0 9| 2.1] 22| 2.5| 2 8l 1 Al 3 .6
- .._ocational prepara=- : v
tion (:ISF:WhGre 3 07 5 1.1 8 .9 4 1.6 6 2.4 10 2.0
Terminate education 15| 3.5] 29| 6.6| 44| 5.0| 12| 4.8/ 18| 7.2 30 | 6.0
Apprenticeship
MoHedsCo gl 1.9] 3 g 1) 1.3 4] 1.6) 1 40 51 1.0
Other 6| 1.4] 10| 23] 16| 18] 5| 20| 4| 1.6] o 1.8
TOTAL MeHedoCo 93] 21.6| 101 | 23.2] 214 | 22.2| 41 | 13.6] 32 | 12.,8] 66 13.2

* |ncludes County of Newell #4, County of Forty Mile #8, Bow lsland Separate #82,
Brooks #2092, Ralston #4981,
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should likely be made to ercourage ithis particular group to take advan-
tage of their local institution,

Also significant is the ¥act that only 7.9% of the students
in the immediate area indicated an interest in a vocational program at
the College, whereas 23.4% of the group concerned claimed they will
attend Tech, a nursing schal or business college. Probably as more
vocational programs are in fact offered at the College, the level of
interest will increase considerably.

it may be concluded that considerable effort could be pro-
ductively directed toward attracting siudents from the immediate area
to the College. Perhaps the college will not attract a large proportion
of those from the surrounding area unless very definite and specific
advantages can be offered to them and unless potential students can be
convinced of these advantages, but certainly advantages are available
and should be apparent for studernts living in or near Medicine Hat,

It is encouraging to note that approximately twice as many students
from the surrounding area plan to attend Medicine Hat Junior College as
plan to attend some other junior college.

The second portion of Table Viil depicts the answers to the
query - what will you do if you are unsuccessful in your present high
school program? A large proportion of the students indicate a prefer-
ence to return to high school. However, nearly one-fourth indicate
they would attend Medicine Hat Junior College to pursue a combined

matriculation-university program, a university preparatory program, a
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vocational program or a vocational-preparation program. The most popu~

lar program at the college in this regard is the combined university=-

matriculation program, A smaller, but significant group from the

surrounding area also indicéted an interest in attending Medicine Hat
Junior College to make up courses missed in high school.

Table iX shows a summary of the occupational and educational
plans of students in various high school programs, It reveals that
31.9% of the students in a matriculation pattern in high school have
as their occupational goals one of the professions. In addition, 12.4
percent in a general diploma program have similar occupational goals;

5 goals which are somewhat inconsistent with their present educational

. preparation, This inconsistency is apparent throughout the table and
suggests that students do indeed need further vocational and educational
counselling,

It is apparent from the table that a portion of the students
seeking diplomas intend to study'at universities outside of Alberta
but some also indicate a desire to attend a university in Alberta.
Perhaps they intend to take remedial courses before entering university.

Also of interest is the 18.9% of the students attempting
matriculation who plan to enter Tech., a nursing school or a private
business college, This suggests that not all students in a matricula-
tion program have aspirations to attend a university,

Finally, it should be noted that 20,6% of the students seeking

matriculation plan to attend Medicine Hat Junior College if they are
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TABLE

X

MLATIONSHIP OF TYPE OF PROGRAVM STUDIED AT HIGH SCHOOL TO

OCCUPATIONAL INTCRESTS AND EDUCATIONAL PLANS

General
Diploma

Business
Diploma

Tech-Voc,
Diploma

‘ nd."VOC.
Diploma

Fris | 1.0 2.0 | 0.0
Sziences & Mathematics 0.0 1.0 0.0
Professions l_ | 3.9 3.0 2.1
Qenerisl Voristional SV TGN B K 3.9 5.9 | 4.2
18,3

Te.chnical Vocational 35.4

Business 56,7 12.5
Flberta University 2.4 6.3
Hon=hlberta University 13, ¢ - 1.9 0.0

University Transfer > | 0.0 0.0
MeHedeCo
Vocational M.H.J.Co, 19,7 2.1

Univ. Preparatory e5 2.1
{‘ﬁoH.d.C.

Other Junior College 2.9 2.1

Tech, Nursing: School or
Private Business School

2445

Terminate Education 43,3

Total MoHedsCo 20,2

| f unsucces€ul in present
High School Progfams

20,6 13.1 20,2 13.9 .8 |
‘—===============ﬂ=====L-:================$b========ﬂ===¥=;===4
Table is reads 31.9% of the students enirolled in a matriculation program are intereStég

in a professional occupation, 31.3% of this group plan to attend an Alberta university,
ete, : T3

_Tital MaHodoCo
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unsuccessful in their present high school program. Fifteen decimal

eight percent of those in a diploma pattern would also enter the

college under the same conditions.

Table X also deals with the educational plans of the students
comprising the population under study. |t shows the relationship of high

school marks, father's education, definiteness of plans, family size,

etc., to educational plans, Over three-fourths of the students ques-
tioned claimed their high school marks were mostly "B" or better. Of
this group about half plan to study at university and only 11.8 percent
plan to terminate their education. On the other hand, of the group

who indicated their high school marks were less than mostly "B"s, only
about 20 percent plan for university and nearly 30 percent plan to
terminate their education.

A smaller portion of the group with lower marks than of the
group with higher marks plansto attend Medicine Hat Junior College.
However when consideration is given to those who plan to attend the
college if unsuccessful in present high school studies, the proportions
of the two groups are almost equal.

|t seems quite significant that only 16.6% of the students
whose fathers have less than grade 8 education plan to attend a univer-

sity in Alberta whereas 25,5 percent of those whose fathers have some

post-secondary education have the same plans. However, when university
“transfer at Medicine Hat Junior College is considered the percents are

12.3 and 15,3 respectively.
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'+ is also apparent that ire gernersl educational aspirations
are higher for students from families wi®r high educational attainment
than from farilies with a lower level, The percent planning to termin-

te their education decreases with ar irn-ease i the father's educa-

W

tional attairment. The same is irue for ilhe percent planning a voca-
tional program, [t would be most significant, however, if there is a
tendency for the Junior College to increaze *he proportion of the low
education group who will cortinue their education as there appears to
be,

it is apparent from the tavie that parents tend to approve of
student educational choices whern the choices are for university educa-
tion. Parents do not show the same degree of approval when plans are
for vocational education, terminating education or entering a university
preparatory program. For example, 1.4% of +he students with definite
plans and parental approval plan & u~iversity preparatory program at
the Coliege whereas 3.8 percent ot the group with definite plans but
lacking parertal approval have similar plans. A similar pattern exists
for students with indefinite plans.

Family size does not appear to have the effect on educational’
plans which might be expected, A larger proportion of the students
from large families (six or more in the family) plan to attend univer-
sity programs and a smaller proportion plan fo terminate their educa-
tion than do those from smaller families. However, only 16.1% of the

students from families of six or more plan to attend Medicine Hat
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Junior College if they are unsuccessful in their present high school
program whereas 19,6% of those from families of 4 or 5 and 20.9% of
those from families of three or less have such plans.

|+ seems a student is much more apt to plan to attend

Medicine Hat Junior College if he has a brother or sister who has
attended or is attending the college, However, even among this group

10.9% plan to attend a university in Alberta and 7.%% plan to attend a

university outside Alberta. Thirty-six decimal six percent of the

students who have brothers or sisters who are attending or are alumni

of the college plan to attend it as opposed to 20 percent of the group

whose siblings have not participated at the College. A similar pat-

tern exists when consideration is given to those planning to attend the |

college if unsuccessful in present high school program.

Figure | depicts graphically the characteristics of students
planning to attend Medicine Hat Junior College as compared to charac-
teristics of the entire population. |t introduces some topics in need

of further discussion. This will be forthcoming. %

TYPE OF VOCATIONAL PROGRAM

Those students who indicated an interest in a vocational

program at Medicine Hat Junior College were asked what type of program

RN R S R b A e N\ i e A S Bl s g

they preferred, Tables X| and X|| show the responses to the question.

The numbers involved are small and comparisons of different grades, etc., o

C e s s P,
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CHARACTERISTICS OF S7U0F\TS PLANNING 7O ATTEND MeHodeCo -
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COMPARED 70 C=ARACTER{STICS OF TOTAL POPULATION

Grade Xi

Grade Xit

Matriculation

Diploma

Need Educaticral
Counselling

University Leval

Technical

Business -
Secretarial

) Commute

Student Residence

Board

; Mostly "B'e or
i better

f Less thar mostly
Btg —

White Ceollar

5
P
s
0
"
2

Biue Collar
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HELATIONSHIP OF TYPE OF VOCATIONAL PROGRAW TO OCCUPATIONAL CHOICE

TABLE Xl|

One-year
Terminal

Two-year
Terminal

Transfer
tO TeCho

Transfer
to U.S.

University

Appren=-
ticeship

Total
Terminal

Fecreation

Comrunity Leadership
Criminology

Civil Service
International Service
Defense Service

Loeinl Surveys

Town Planning
Broadcasting

Drafting (Architectural)
Draftin% (Engineering)
Survey Technology
Structural Technology
Mcchanical Technology
Automotive Technology
keronautics Technology
Elcctronics Technology
Data Processing
Agribusiness
Agriculture Technology
Gas, 0il1 Technology
Chemical Technology
Medical Lab, Technician
Chemistry Lab, Technician
Other Lab, Technician
Dental Technician
Physiotherapy

Home Economics
Accounting

Secretarial Studies
Business

Commercial Art , -
Insurance

Banking, |nvestment
Real Esiate
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would probably not be very meaningful.

Table X! shows that students prefer a one-year terminal

R AR RN,

program to a two-year terminal program and that a transfer program to

BRI

Tech. is more popular than either of the other two.

g In fact 30% of the students planning vocational studies at
3 the college desire a one-year terminal program, 21% a two-year terminal

program, 32% a transfer program leading to further study at a technical
% institute, 4% a transfer program to a U.S. university and 13 percent
favored an apprenticeship program. All told then, 51% stated a prefer-
ence for terminal programs compared to 36% for transfer programs.

From Table XI| it is apparent that students in secretarial
science generally prefer a one-year terminal program whereas a transfer
program leading to Tech. is favored by students in several other occu-

pations, Curriculum planners will be interested in a thorough investi-

gation of the table.
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EDUCATIONAL PLANS =-..|F UNSUCCESSFUL IN HIGH SCHOOL

Table XI11 deals with the educational plans of students. |t
is specifically concerned with what students plan to do if they are

unsuccessful in their present high school programs. The table is read

as follows: of the group who plan to attend a university in Alberta if
they are successful in their high school programs, 50 or 17.7% plan to

attend Medicine Hat Junior College if they are unsuccessful,
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- TABLE Xi11

CHANGE OF STUDENT EDUCATIONAL PLANS IF UNSUCCESSFUL
IN PRESENT HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

R

Education Plans if Successful in High
School Program
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§ ffeturn to High School
! for latriculation % 20 49,6 | 41.4 110,11 31.8 | 11.8] 26.1 | 13.9

Peturn to High School
for Hon=latriculation % 1.81 3.6 1.1 114.2113.6 [ 17.7}11.5 |23,

S

Te:chy Hurcing Dchool or

%~) . Business College % 6.7 2.2 2.2 9.1 0.0 5.9]29%4]| 5.6

. University Preparatory No. |14 [10 J19 |2 |3 |2 |2 Jo
- at M.H.J.C. %. 5.0 7.2}10.2] 2.0113.6| 5.9| 0.5} O

i University Preparatory
: st come other Junior” College | % 3.9| 7.2| 0.5} 0.0| 4.6| 59| 0.5 0.4

3 Corbined University-Matric No. {29 |8 |66 |2 |2 |o |3 |2
at licHedoCo 4 110,31} 5.8 355} 2.0 9.1| 0.0} 0.8 0.9

2 Combined University-Matric * :
- at some other college % | 92|86} 2200} 00} 29| 0.,5| 0.0} ;

Vocational at MeHedsCe No, | 2 2 0 23 2 1 110 15
% 0,7} 1.4 0,0 23,2 91| 2.9]| 2.6 | 6.5

" Vocational elsewhere % 0,0] 2.2| 0.0} 40| 0.0|14.7| 56| 1.3 ]| =

b Vocational preparatdry Noo | 3 1 2 5 1 1 8 4
? MoHedeCom % |1 07| 11| 5] 45| 29| 2. | 1.7

Vocational preparatory :
elsewhere , % 0.4 0.,0f1.1}11.0} 0,0] 2,9{ 1.8} 3.0

;,M Terminate educa{ion % 3.2 2.2 0,0} 3.0} 0.0} 59} 1.8 |20.8

{ ) o

~ MApprenticeship M.H.J.C. No. | 2 1 1 0 0 0 7 5 ;
% | % |07]07]0.5(00f00|0.0Ff1.8]22] |
| N




The table reveals that 50% of the group with plans to attend
an Alberta university will return to high school if they are unsucces-
sful in their present high school studies. Of this group 10.3% will
want to take a combined university-matriculation program at the college
and 9.2% will want such a program at another college. Only 3.2% plan
to terminate their education if faced with failure in their high school
program, Similarly 15.1% of those planning to attend a university out-
side Alberta, 11.8% of those planning to attend another junior college,
6.4% of the students planning to attend Tech., a nursing school or
business college and 11.3% of those planning to gain immediate eﬁploy-
ment will attempt to attend the Medicine Hat Junior College if unsucces-
sful in their present high school programs.

Nearly half of those planning on attending the college will

do so regardless of whether they are successful in their high school

programs or not, Forty-six decimal eight percent of those planning a

university transfer program, 36,4 percent of those planning a vocational
program and 45.5% of those planning a university preparatory program
plan to attend the college even if they are unsuccessful in high school,
In fact if all the grade Xi and XI| students in the population
studied were unsuccessful in their high school programs, the college
would have an enrollment as large as it would if the students were all
successful, That is, if all students acted according to their stated

plans.




WHY STUDENTS PLAN TO ATTEND MED!CiNE
HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE

Two questions on the questionnaire were concerned with the

reasons for

students choosing to attend or not to attend Medicine Hat

Junior College.

" 26"'380

Students were instructed as follows:

Please indicate the most important reasons for your choice

to attend Medicine Hat Junior College by ranking the items below,
mark the most important reason "1", the next most impor tant

1o€e

I|2H

etc,

ANY ITEM WHICH 1S NOT A REASON FOR YOUR CHOICE SHOULD

BE LEFT BLANK,

260 .

27,

28.

29,

30.
31,

32.
330

Tuition costs are lower than at most universities or
institutes of technology;

Classes at junior college may be smaller than at
universitys

Board and room is generaily less in Medicine Hat than at
other universities, colleges or institutes;

It allows one to live at home while attending college;

| expect more opportunity for participation in sports and
social activities;

|t provides for an easier transition from high school to
university;

| feel | can get better instruction at junior college
than at a university or institute of technology;

My friends are planning to attend or are attending
Medicine Hat Junior GCollege;

34, My parents insist that | attend Medicine Hat Junior College;

35,

The program | am interested in is not offered elsewhere;}

36, _____ The College was recommended by teachers, principal, guidance

3

38. Other (please specify)

counsellor, former students, etc.;
| have relatives or friends with whom | would live in

Medicne Hatj
1
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"39-50, |If you did not mark (3}, (4) or (5} for question 24, please
indicate the most important reasors for not choosing to attend
Medicine Hat Junior College. by ranking the items below, i.e., mark
the most important reasor 1", the next most important reason "2",
etc, ANY ITEM WHICH 'S NOT A"REASON FOR YOUR CHOiCE SHOULD BE LEFT

BLANK,

39, | want to go away from home to attend college;

40. ____ Medicine Hat Junior College does not offer the courses
I am interested inj

41, | feel | can get better instruction at some other college
or universitys;

42, ! do not plan to further my education at present;

43. Other universities and colleges are riearly as close to my
home and just as appealing;

44, | do not like to transfer at the end of one year. If the
first two years of university were offered, | would attend
Medicine Hat Junior College;

45, ___ | have to pay full fees since | am not a resident of a
participating school division or district;

46, | want to attend a college or university which operates on
a semester basisj

47, ____ My friends are going to other colleges or universities;

48, | have close relatives in another center with whom I w111
boards

49, | want to attend the same college that a friend or member

of the family attended;
50, . Other, please specify .

The responses were then analyzed and data obtained concerning
the percent of the population who ranked each item as first, the percent
who ranked each second, etc, Table XiV contains this information as
well as the percent who ranked each item as first, second or third and
the percent who ranked each from first fo ninth,

The fact that they could live at home while attending college
was considered the most important reason for attending Medicine Hat
Junior Ccllege by the largest proportion of the population. Less

tuition was also ranked first by man§ students,
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TABLE X1V

REASONS FOR CHOICE TO ATTEND MEDICINE HAT JUN!OR COLLEGE -
LISTED BY PERCENT RANKING ITEM AS FIRST,

SECOND OR THIRD IN [MPORTANGE

Rank

Firs Second

Tuition less 4,9 4,7
Live at home 1.7 3.7
Transition from High School 2.8 3.5
Sraller classes 1.3 3.7
Bciter instruction 1.5 1.3
Bosrd & Room less 0.5 1.1

Opportunity for sports and
social activities 0.2 0.6

Recommended 0.5 0.2
Relatives to live with 0.5 0.8
Friends plan to attend | 0.1 0.5
Parents insist 0.4 0.4
Unique programs 0.6 0.1
Other ' 0.2 0.1

i oh i s o s .
S I L e el T 5 Sinin Yisban e, e Tt D Ao e e A i 1 I Pt T+ Fos AW Spatl s e S0 ke 062 i rad E 4 BT A T At s 2 - - R e
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Assigned

Third

3.8
2,0
3,2
3.0
0.8
1.0
1.3
1,2
0.3
0.7
0.3
0.2
0.0

First=-
Third

13.4
13.4
9.5
€.0
3.7
2.6

2.1
1.9
1.5
1.3
1.1
0.8
0.3

First-
Ninth

15,9
15,2
13.1
13.8
1.2
4,9

7.1
5.6
2.6
4,2
2.2
1,2
0.5




The items have been listed on the table according to the
percent who ranked them first, second or third. That is, "less tuition"
and "live at home" were both ranked first, second or third by 13.4% of
the students. The next in importance (“provides for an easier transi-
tion from high school to university") was ranked first, second or
third by 9.5 percent of the students.

It is apparent from the table that after "smaller classes"
the percent considering each item significant drops considerably and
only a very small percent of the students considered such things as
better instruction, room and board less, opportunity for sports and
social activities, etc., as significant reasons for planning to attend
Medicine Hat Junior College.

|t appears then that a large proportion of the students
entering the college will not do so because they feel it is a superior
institution or because of any social, emotional or family ties to it.
The development of a sense of belonging and pride in the institution
will largely have to be cultivated after the students enter.

Table XV also shows the percent ranking the various reasons

as first, second or third in importance. However, it shows a breakdown

of the data according to the area in which the parents of the students

reside and according to the'grade in which the students are enrolled.

The differences in percents for the immediate area and the surrounding
area result from a smaller percent of the students in the surrounding

area answering the question. That is, only those planning to attend
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TABLE

XY

A A N R

RELATIONSHIP OF STUDENT"S LOCAT!ON AND GRADE TO REASONS FOR CHOICE TO

ATTEND MEDiCINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE - LiSTED BY PERCENT
RANKING !TEM AS FiRST, SECOND OR THIRD IN iMPORTANCE

A11 Students

Medicine hat City,
Redcliff and
Med, tat S, D, #4

Other School
Jurisdictions

Grade X1

Total

Grade Xl

|Grade Xi1

Total

Tuition less

-_—
NY)
o

)]

18.5

5.4

L.ive at home

18,3

2.8

Transition from High School

12,5

5.2

3.2

4,2

Smaller classes

8.0

10.4

10.7

4,8

3.2

4,0

Better instruction

3,7

3.2

1.6

2.4

Board & Room less

3.6

1.2

2.4

Opportunity for sports and
social activities

2,0

1.4

Recommended

1.4

Relatives to live with

2.4

1.4

Friends plan to attend

1.3

17

1.2

Parents insist

1.1

2,3

1.6

Unique program

1.6

1.0
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the college responded to this question and a smaller proportion of the

students from the surrourding area have plans to attend the college.

Naturally teing able to live at home ranked lower for students

from the surrounding area than for those from the immediate area since

many of these students would, ir fact, have to find board and room in
the city, Beyond this, items received nearly equal emphasis from the
two groups.

it is interesting that grade X! students give more emphasis
to being able to live at home than do the grade XI!| students. Other

differences according to grade are also apparent from the table.

WHY STUDENTS DO NOT PLAN TO ATTEND
MEDICINE HAT JUN!OR COLLEGE

Students who indicated that they did not plan to attend
Medic;ﬁé Hé{'dﬁﬁiar College were asked why, That is, they were asked
to rank several possible reasons according to their importance or to
indicate their reasons if they were not included in the list,

It will be noted from Table XV! that the most important
single reason for students choosing not to attend Medicine Hat Junior

College was the fact that the college does not offer the courses some

students are interested in, Almost one-fourth of the students ranked

this item first, second or third in importance. Undoubtedly the college

will never be able to satisfy the needs of all young adults but an

expansion of the vocational programs should decrease considerably the
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TABLE XVI

BEASOHS FOR CHOILCE NOT TO ATTCND MEDICINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE -
LISTED BY PERCENT RANKING |TEM AS FIRST,
SECOND OR THIRD IN IMPORTANCE

Rank Assigne

First- First-
Second  Third Third Ninth

VieHedele dor:s not offer
courzes wiantod

Better inslruction elsewhere:

Terminate education
Get away from home

Felatives 1o board
with eldoewherc

Semester college preferred
Dontt like to transfer

Other Colleges or Universities
nearly as close

Other

Want to attend Alma Mater of
friend or parent

Friends going clsewhere

Full fees required
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é percent choosing this reason.

% The intention to terminate formal education was given as the

é most important reason for 15.4% of the students not choosing to attend

? the College. This group has perhaps little significance to our present

5 concern since they do not plan to attend any institution of higher

% learning. Certainly, however, they should be encouraged to further

% their education.

; It is significant that a total of 21.1 percent of the studente

? chose not to attend the college because they felt they would receive g
é better instruction at some other institution. College personnel would, i
é of course, argue that these students have made an inaccurate evaluation, é
;. but the important thing is that the students are convinced they will %
§m) obtain better instruction elsewhere. In the previous section of the g
; report it was pointed out that not a very large proportion of the é
E students planning to attend Medicine Hat Junior College considered the é
; likelihood of obtaining better instruction as a significant reason for é
§ doing so. In light of these two findings, it appears that some consid- é
é erable thought should be given to this item. %
; It is interesting that many students chose to attend the g
? college so that they could live at home while an equally significant ;
i group chose not to attend so that they could get away from home. This j
é is presumably something that college personnel can do little about. 5
% Other reasons that seem significant for future planning are a %
§ prefererce for a semester system, an aversion to transferring at the %
g
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end of the first year of university and the fact that other colleges

or universities are nearly as close and just as appealing. Perhaps
equally important is the lack of emphasis placed on sticking with
friends and obtaining reduced tuition fees. It should, of course, be
remembered that only students from a few of the areas are required to
pay full fees. A geographical breakdown of this data will be revealing
in this regard.

Table XVI| indicates the percent of students in each school
jurisdiction who ranked each item first, second or third in importance.

|t is perhaps significant that éﬁnsiderably more students
from the County of Forty Mile ranked better instruction elsewhere as an
important reason for not planning to attend the College than students
from any other area. The County of Forty Mile is not a participating
body and college personnel have not paid many visits to the schocls in
this area to explain the advantages of the Junior College.

It should be pointed out that percentages on Table XVl cannot
be compared directly since they represent the percent of all students
iiving in each area whereas only those students not planning to attend
Medicine Hat Junior Collkge completed the question related to the table.
Fewer students from school jurisdictions in and around Medicine Hat
responded to this question. The important thing for comparative purposes
is the ranking of the items in each area. |

Students 1iving in or close to Medicine Hat ranked the fact

that the college does not offer courses in which they are interested
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TABLE XV1i|

REASONS FOR CHOICE NOT TO ATTEND MEDICINE HAT JUNIOR COLEGE BY -
SCHOOL JURISDICTION IN WHICH PARENTS LIVE - LISTED

BY PERCENT RANKING |TEM FIRST, SECOND
OR THIRD N [MPORTANCE
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 MeHaduGo does mot offer {5y 5 {19, 25,2 |32.1 | 24.6 | 24.5 | 27.3 23.6 } 15.2 16.4
: courses wanted
% Better instruction 16.1 112.5 | 19.4 | 15.1 | 19.1 | 30.3 [ 18.2 | 23.6 | 15.2 | 16.4
g elsewhere
. Terminate Education 19.0 |16.9] 25.2 | 24.5 | 43.6 | 9.7] 0.0 [15.7 |27.3 | 8.2
™ Get away from home 21.5 {14.7| 9.4 |18.9] 8.0 }26.5|13.6 |10.1 }21.2 | 11.0
 Relstives to board with | 6,2 | 7.4] 8.6 | 9.4]16.6]14.9]18.2113.5 [12.1 | 3.1
elsewhere
Semester College preferred| 8.3 | 8.8| 8.6 15.1 | 12.6 1 15.5 | 27.3 | 6.7 |12.1 | 16.4
Dontt like to transfer 7.81 9.6 8.6 | 3.7]10.6 {15.527.3 | 6.7 |12.1 ] 6.9
Other Colleges or Univer= | o 4| 2,2| 2,9 | 1.9 [17.1 [21.3 | 13.6 |13.5 | 0.0 |13.7
sities nearly as close
: Other 5.8 | 59| 3.6 | 5.7] 91| 7.7] 0.0 | 4.5 |12.1 |12.3
We d Alma Mate -
: ant %ﬁiZEEGQr piﬁzntater 2.9 1 4.4| 5.0 3.8} 4.0|11.6] 4.6 | 5.6 0.0 |17.8
é Friends going elsewhere 3.8 3.7 6.5} 1.9} 8.01] 1.91 0.0 5.6 | 6.1 |15.1
: Full fees required 6.5 1 1.5 | 2.2 | 3.8| 2.5 [12.3 [31.8 | 6.7 | 6.7 | 4.1
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first in importance. This was also true for the County of Newell.
Other students living some distance from the Hat considered other rea-
sons of greater importance. Another item (the dezire to get away from
home) was also considered equally important by students living in Medi-
cine Hat ‘S.D, #76, Full fees were cited as the most important reason
for students from Bow |sland Separate S.D. #82 not planning to attend
the College, This was also considered relatively important by students
in the County of Forty Mile. The fact that some students in each area
indicated this as a reason for not planning to attend suggests that not
all students from participating jurisdictions are aware that they are
not required to pay full fees, in spite of the fact that this informa-
tion was printed on the questionnaire, !t would be interesting to know
the number of students and parents who are not aware of fee structures.

Additional variations from one school disirict to another can

be discerned from the table.

THE NEED FOR STUDENT RES!DENCES

Questions concerning studente' interest in commuting from home,

living in student residences or boarding ir the college community were
included in the questionnaire. Information gleaned from these questions

should assist college planners in the development of a new campus,
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57, 1F you were abis 7D g0 Lo =ollege or university and had the
o 1 d
tollowing optioss, itk would you prever?
? cAy T o St P mmmas
1) o comute dally from nome;
2 ot - N s
: e W2y T live a stucest residence;
fon T N s el N T e v )o r
PO -:\-4' : O o.oar e SO L L »J‘%’Z' zT:TL >, o
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52, ¥ you praVar fo comwmole, mow Tar would you be willing to travel
; 7 LA v oA oS N
wrosng trip, dallye

L0 Yp tn twaerty nllesy
_ {23 Up to thirty milash
%3} Up to Toriy miles)
(4) iUp to sixty miles;
(5} Up tc one hundred miles,"

=
513
o"
D
>
=2

shows the nature of the responses, it is appa-
rent that comparatively more students from the immediate than from the

- surrounding arsa wouild prefer to comrute and Vewer would prefer board

in the college commurity. Approximately sgual proportions indicate a

preference Tor student residences. Only a portion of these students

plan to altend Medicine Hal Junior College, and therefore it cannot

be concluded thet many students wno plan to attend the college and

“ whose parents live within commuting distance of the college would prefer é
f to live in student residences, However, considering the large percent ;
| of those planring to attend *he College who indicated this preference }
é it appears *hat al least some siudents from the City would like to live

in student residences at Mec.cire Hat Junior College. Perhaps different

ionnaire been administered
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L TABLE XV 1|
§ RELATIONSHIP OF STUDENT?S LOCATION, GRADE AND INTEREST IN ATTENDING
: MEDICINE HAT JUNIOR COLLEGE TO DESIRE TO COWMUTE, LIVE
i [N RESIDENCES OR BOARD IN THE COLLEGE COMMUN]TY
f T Hat Cit
5‘ e&éﬁé?frragndl Y| Other School Interest in MaHedsCo
? WMed,Hat S,D, #4 Jurisdictions
— — > — >
<= < | X 8| 5 |55
) o — o K — L0 . L
K @ 5 S @ o 85l & g e Total
Sls)als|& |2 |25 8 |8
: D > oa
4 % | % | % | % V% | % | % | % | Noof &

Commute daily from home

Live in student
" residences

Board in College
community

[ f commute, how far
. round trip:

Up to 20 miles

Up to 30 miles

Up to 40 miles

Up to 60 miles

Up to 100 miles

26.1] 33.6| 29.9

45,01 39.7| 42.2

24,91 20,3} 22,7

18.7] 30.6| 24.7

6.5 4.3 5.5

2,81 3.4 3.1

1.91 1.4| 1.6

243 I 1.7

10,1} 12.1} 11.1

52.81 41.4} 47.1

33.1} 39.0] 36.0

5.2} 10,01 7.7

2,41 3.6} 3.0

2.8] 1.6] 2.2

2,81 2.8] 2.8

45,7 34.3| 27.3} 125 | 40.7

34,41 38.4] 31.8| 109 | 35.5

18.81 25.31 40.9| 69 | 22.5 §

28,0 | 25.3| 27.3| 83 |27.0}

8.6 6.1 4.6) 23 7.5}

3.8| 34| 46| 11 | 3.6}
.71 42| col 9| 2.9]

1.1 2.01 0.0 4
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Of importance to planners is the fact that 109 students,
35.5% of those planning to attend the college wish to live in residences.
Few students are willing to commute more than 20 miles round trip daily.
Perhaps before decisions are made in this regard information should be
collected concerning accommodation of students presently enrolled at

: the college.

s




CHAPTER. 1V
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

It is difficult to summarize a report which is itself in

essence a summary of findings, Perhaps however, some broad and sketchy

§ generalizations will assist the reader who has made a thorough study. of

the tables and figures.

Several occupations which normally require less than univer-

sity education as preparation were chosen by a large enough group of

students to warrant further consideration, Listed in order of choice,

they ares

Secretarial studies;
Nursing}

Business and Finance;
Data processing;
Automotive technology}
Electronics technology;
Home economics;
Medical lab, technician; ;
Drafting} ;
Trades;
Recreation;

» Broadcasting,

L]

N—=0O0O0O~I0OOUM DW=
L ]

3

§ " The first occupation on the list was chosen by 124 grade Xl and XI|

students whereas the last was chosen by only 15,

: Of the grade X! and X!l students living in Medicine Hat,
% Redcliff and Medicine Hat S,D.#4, 240 or 27.4 percent plan to attend

2 Medicine Hat Junior College, !n comparison, 419 or 47.8 percent of this

L R T

group plan to attend some other post~secondary educational institution.

S D e

Much needs to be done to attract students from the immediate college

area., Certainly there are numerous advantages to be gained by these
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students in attending the college. The problem is making them aware of

the advantages and making the college more appealing.,

As is expected only 11,1% of the students from outlying areas

plan to attend Medicine Hat Junior College compared to 71% who plan to

further their education elsewhere, Coneideration should be given to

programs and facilities which would make the college more attractive

to these students as well.

An understanding of the reasons for students! choices to

attend or, not to attend Medicine Hat Junior College may assist those

concerned in making the college more attractive.

Students indicated that the most important reasons for their
decisions to attend Medicine Hat Junior College concern (a) lower
tuition, (b) the ability to live at home while attending college, (c)
an expected smoother transition from high school, and (d) anticipated
lasses, Other reasons were indicated but were not considered

smaller c

important by very many students., Most students did not consider

recommendations from others, opportunity for sports and social activities,
parental insistence or the fact that their friends were planning to
attend the College as significant reasons for their plans, Very few
indicated they were planning to attencd the college to take advantage of
unique educational offerings.

- the other hand, claimed the most important

Many students,

reason for their choice not to attend Medicine Hat Junior College was

that the courses in which they are interested are not available there,
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| This reason was, in fact, ranked first, second or third by more students
é than any other single reason.
: Second in importance was the opinion that better instruction
can be obtained at some other institution. The reason placed third in
importance related to students! intentions to terminate their education.
This was followed by a desire to get away from home. A relatively
small proportion of the student population listed the fact that they
g would have to pay full fees as an important reason for not choosing to
; attend, However, a large proportion of some segments of the population
: were concerned about this item. A considerable number of the students
g living in Bow | sland gave this as a reason for not attending. Perhaps
;x more students from that area would attend the college if their fees
?‘ were lower.
Those students who plan to study vocational courses at the
college desire a variety of educational programs. About one-third
would like a one-year terminal program, one-fifth prefer a two-year
terminal program and one-third would like a transfer program articulated
with a technical institute.
The majority of the students with plans to attend the college E
would prefer to live in student residences or to board in the city. |
] Forty percent indicated they would prefer to commute daily from home. é
% Of this group the majority indicated they would travel up to 20 miles %
% round trip daily but a few would travel up to 100 miles round trip. | %
: Approximately one-third of the students planning to attend ]
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the college stated a preference for living in student residences.

Possibly more students would plan to attend if residences were available,'

The final task of evaluating the data presented in this
report and making recommendations for the future development of the

college rests with the Advisory Commitiee and others concerned with

post-secondary education. It is sincerely hoped that this information

will be of value to those making these important decisions.
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APPEND; X A

THE QUESTIONNA:RE

(The questionnaire as it was administered
14-inch sheets and thus each questior. was
transferring the material to 85 x 11-inch
report, some questions have been split up

appears on one page and part on another.)

bt e

io the students was on 8% X
complete on one page. In
sheets for inclusion in the

so that part of the question
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MEDi GiNE_HAT JUNIOR_COLLEGE

o

Educational ard Occupaiional Plans of High School Stud nis
“M—_n‘l _wmm&m—a g) (=N =1 _.ﬂx_v"lr_L_! Qr—

The information gathered on this questiornaire will be treated
anonymously, You need not put your rame o the form, Please answer all the
questions as carefully as you can, Tre information you supply will help in
the planning of the exparsion of the Medicine Hat Junior College.

Before you begin the questionnaire you should be reminded, or made
aware, of some facts about the College at Medicire Hat,

Medicine Hat Junior College is presently in its third year of
operation, it is affiliated with the University of Calgary and students
completing the first year of university at the College can transfer to most
universities in Canada and elsewhere.

The College presently offers the following programs:
1, First-year university (except engineering);

2, University preparatory program — courses equivalent to Grade
XI1 matriculation courses but not requiring a deparimental examination. A
student lacking two or three Grade X!l matriculation sub jects may take some
university courses while completing his deficiencies at the College or he may
take a full year of preparatory courses and ther enter the first year of
university at the College;

3, Combined university-matriculation program - A student with
one Grade X!| deficiency may take four university courses and complete his
deficiency either at the College, at Night School or in some other way;

4, Vocational courses - At present business administration and
secretarial science are being offered., [t is anticipated that many more
programs will be added. For purposes of this cquestionnaire, please assume

that_the College will offer a wide variety of vocational programs including
at least one year of several technical programs now offered at the Insti-

tute of Technology.

The College enrollment this year is about 165, Many sparts and
cultural activities are provided for and an active student government is
in operation, Students whose parerits live within the boundaries of parti-
cipating school units pay fees of $150 as compared to $300 to $350 at
Alberta universities. Participating boards are:

Medicine Hat S.D, #76 (City)
Medicine Hat Separate S,D.,#21
Medicine Hat S.D. No, 4 {Rural)
Redeliff S,D. #2283

County of Newell #4.
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Other studenis pay fees equivalent to those at the University of
Calgary,

Students from outside of the city can obtain board and room
at very reasonable rates.

Since the questionnaire has been prepared for analysis by
computer, the numbering of questions is somewhat unconventional. |f you
have any questions concerning this or aryining else, pertaining to the
questionnaire, please ask the examirer,

Now, please place a check mark on the appropriate line for each
question below:

le )
) For office use only.
2, )
3. High School _ _ . . — e e e e e o o ——— — — — —
4, ___ (1) Wale ____(2) Female

5,-6. School Division or District in which your parents reside.

5. (1) Medicine Hat S.D.#76 (City)
(2) Medicine Hat Separate S.D.#21
(3) Medicine Hat S.D.#4 (Rural)
(4) Redcliff S.D,#2283

(5) County of Newell #4

(6) County of Forty Mile #8

(7) Bow island Separate S.D.#82
(8) Brooks S,D, #2092

(9) Ralston S.D, #4981

(1) Acadia S.D.#8

(2) Other (please specify)

6.

7. Grade in which you are presently registereds

(1) Grade XI

(2) First year Grade X!i!
(3) Second year Grade Xi|
(4) Other (please specify) __
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8.

1.

12,

13.

Which of the following high school programs are you pursuing?

(1) Three-year university matriculation
(2) Four-year university matriculation
(3) General high school diplama

(4) Business diploma

{5) Technical-vocational diploma

(6) Industrial-vocatioral dipioma

(7) Other, (please specify)

[T

Are your plans concerning whai to do af'ter nigh school

indefinite

(1) Very definite 3
(4) very indefinite

(2) Fairly definite

Have you discussed your plans with your parents?
(1) VYes (27 No

If your answer %o "10" is yes, what degree of approval of your plans
have they shown?

(1) Complete approval (3) Hesitancy
__(2) Approval {4} Disapproval

Do you feel that you need further vocational counselling? (i.e., a
chance to discuss your choice of vocation with someone)

(1) Yes ____(2) No

Do you feel that you need further educational counselling? (i.e.,y an
opportunity to discuss your ediucational plans)

(1) Yes , _(2) No

14-23, From the 1list which follows please check the one item which best

A R A fat S St s e s o

describes the kind of occupation you would like to pursue. Please
note that the occupations under 14-17 generally require university
education for preparation. Many of the remainder of the occupations

require preparation at a junior college, irstitute of tecnnology
or private post-secondary institutior,
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14,

15,

16.

17,

18.

! iterature, writing, journalism
History

Geography

Economics

Sociology

Anthropology

Political science

Public administration
Languages

International studies
Music

Art

Other fine arts (theatre,ballet)
Mathematics

Chemistry

Physics

Biology

Biochemistry

Geology

Metallurgy

Forestry

Agriculture

Engineering

Architecture

Law

Medicine

Theology

Dentistry

Nursing

Pharmacy

Education - elementary route
Education - secondary route
Physical Education

Social work

Computer science
Recreation, sports
Community leadership
Corrections, criminology
Civil Service (government)
| nternational service
Defence services

Social surveys & research
Town planning (or regional)
Broadcasting (radio, TV)

27

2.

23,

Draftsmanship (architectural)
Draftsmanship (engineering)
Surveying technology
Structural technology
Mechanical (industrial
machinery) technology
Automotive technology
Aeronautics technology
Eiectronics technology

Data Processing, computers
Agribusiness

Agriculture technology
Minerals, gas,oil technology
Chemical & metallurgy
technology

ab.technician, medical

' Lab.technician, chemistry

Lab.technician (other)
Dental Technician

' Physiotherapy (rehabilitatior

Home Economics (interior
design, seamstress, etc.)
Accounting

Secretarial studies
Business management

) Personnel work, industrial

relations

Hotel, restaurant management
Tourist, travel business
Retailing, salesmanship
Advertising, marketing
Credit management

Business research

Commercial art

I nsurance

Banking, investment

Real estate

Building trades (apprenticesl
Printing trades (apprentices!
Other trades (apprenticeship.
Family store

Family farm

Other (please specify)
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24,

25.

| f you obtain your high school diploma, or matriculation, which of the
following would be your preference?

(1) To attend a university in Alberta

(2) To attend a university elsswhere

(3) To take a university transier program at Medicine Hat Junior College

(4) To take a vocational program (Buziness Administration, secretarial
science, community leadership, a technology, etc.) at Medicine Hat

“Junior Colleges, _

(5) To take a university preparatory program {a program consisting of
courses equivalent 1o Grade XIi matriculation but not requring
deparimental exams) at Medicine Hat Junior College.

(6) To attend some other junior college

(7) To attend an Institute of Technology, private business school,
nursing school or vocatioral training center,

(8) To get employment

(9) Other (please specify)

If you checked (4) for question 24, please indicate the nature of the
vocational program you prefer.

(1) A one-year terminal program

(2) A two-year terminal program

(3) A transfer program to an {nstitute of Technology

(4) A two-year transfer program to various universities in the U.S.
(5) An apprenticeship program.

| f you checked (3), (4) or (5) for question 24 please answer question 26-38.
|f not, proceed to question 39-50.

26-38, Please indicate the most important reasons for your choice to attend

Medicine Hat Junior College by ranking the items below, i.e., mark the
most important reason "1", the next most important "2", etc. ANY ITEM
WHICH !'S NOT A REASON FOR YOUR CHOICE SHOULD BE LEFT BLANK.

26, ___ Tuition costs are lower than at most universities or Institutes of
Technologys

27. ___ Classes at junior college may be smaller than at university;

28, ___ Board and room is generally less in Medicine Hat than at other

universities, colleges or institutes;

|+ allows one to live at home while attending college;

30. ___ | expect more opportunity for participation in sports and social
activitiess ,

31. |t provides for an easier transition from high school to university;

32, ___ | feel | can get better instruction at junior college than at a
university or institute of Technology;

33, ___ My friends are planning to attend or are attending Medicine Hat
Junior Collegej » -

34, ____ My parents insist that | attend Medicine Hat Junior College;

35, ___ The program | am interested in is not offered elsewhere;

36, ____ The College was recommended by teachers, principal, guidance
counsellor, former students, etc.

37. ___ | have relatives or friends with whom ! would live in Medicine Hat,

38. ___ Other (please specify)
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39-50, if you did rot mark (3}, (4) or (5) for question 24, please indicate the
most important reasons for not choosing to attend Medicine Hat Junior
College, by ranking the items below, i,e., mark the most important reason
" the next most important reason "2", etc, ANY ITEM WHICH 1S NOT A
REASON FOR YOUR CHOiCE SHOULD BE LEFT BLANK,

39, ___ | want to go away from home to atiend college;

40, ___ Medicine Hat Junior College does not offer the courses I am
interested ing

41, ___ | feel | can get better instruction at some other college or
universitys

42, 1 do not plan to further my education at present;

43, __ Other universities and collieges are nearly as close to my home and
just as appealings .

44, 1 do not like to transfer at the end of one year. If the first two
years of university were offered, | would attend Medicine Hat Junior
College;

45, | have to pay full fees since [ am not a resident of a participating
school division or district;

46, | want to attend a college or university which operates on a
semester basisj

47, ___ My friends are going to other colleges or universities;

48, ____ | have close relatives in another center with whom l will boards

49, ___ | want to attend the same college that a friend or member of the ;
family attended; i

50, ____ Other, please specify :

51. |f you were able to go to college or university and had the following options,;
which would you prefer? ;

(1) To commute daily from home;
(2) To live in a student residence;
(3) To board in the college community;

52. 'lfwybu ﬁrefer to commute, how far would you be willing to travel (round trip)
dail }/‘f

i

twenty miles;
thirty miless
forty milks;

sixty miles;

one hundred miles.,

S ekians

53-54, |f you do not complete the high school program you are pursuing after threeg
ears (four years if you are on a four-year matric program), what will you |

likely do?
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53. (1) Return %o high school for another year or semester to complete

matrics
____(2) Return to high school to complete a non-matric programj
—__ (3) Enter a technical institute, private business college or
nursing schoolj
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(4) Take a university preparatory program (a program consisting of

, courses equivalent to Grade X}! matriculation courses but not

%, ' requiring a departmental exam) at Medicine Hat Junior College;

" ____(B) Take a university preparatory program at some other college;

—_ (6) Take combined university and matriculation deficiency program

a at Medicine Hat Junior Colleges

5 (7) Take combined university and matriculation deficiency program

’ at some other coilege;

(8) Take a vocational program (business, secretarial, technician, ete.)

g | at Medicine Hat Junior College;

: * (9) Take a vocational program at some other institution;

54, (1) Take a vocational preparation program (a one-semester program
designed to give students sufficient knowledge in high school
math, dcience and English to gain entrance to a technology program
or a trade program at college or at an institute of technology% at
Medicine Hat Junior College;

____(2) Take a vocational preparation program at some other institutions
(3) Terminate your education for the time beings

__ (4) Apprenticeship with short courses at Medicine Hat Junior Collegz;

—___ (5) Other (please specify)

55. Would you say that your high school grades have been

3 (1) Mostly A's ___ (5 Mostiy C's
___(2) More Ats than B's ___(6) C's and D's
(3) Mostly B's (7 Mostiy D's

: (4) More B's than C's

: 56. Please check the classification which best describes your father's (or
5 your mother's, if she alone works to support your family) occupation:

(1) Professional (e.g., engineer, teacher, doctor);
—__ (2) Technical (e.g., industrial technician, lab technician)j
T (3) Managerial (e.g., store manager, sales manager);

(4) Clerical and sales (e,g., secretary, salesman) ;

(5) Skilled craftsman (e.g., machinist, carpenter, baker)
— (6) Laborer (e.g., construction worker, industrial worker);
___ (7) Farmer; , '
___(8) Other, (please specify)

. 57. What is the highest level of education your father completed? (or mother
3 if she alone works to support your family) "

(1) Grade 8 or lesss
___(2) Some high schools
____ (3) Graduated from high schoolj
(4) Business, technical or trade training;
___ (5) Some university;
____(6) One or more university degrees.
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58, How many persons are there in your family living at home, and dependent
on your family income (inciude yourself, parents, relatives).

(1) Three or less (&) Six
(2) Four ____(®) More than six

____(3) Five

59. In which bracket, approximately, is your total family income? (i.e.,
the income of both parents, if botn work).

(1) Under $2000 a year ____(®) Between $5000 and $6000 a year

(2) Between $2000-$3000 a year ___ (6) Between $6000 and $7000 ayear

(4) Between $4000-$5000 a year ___ (8) More than $8000 a year.

60. The number of your brothers or sisters who have attended, or are attending,
Medicine Hat Junior College is:

(1) None
___(2) One
____(3) Two or more.

ERIC Clearinghousj
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(3) Between $3000-$4000 a year ___ (7) Between $7000 and $8000 a year
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